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Why do we as leaders 
need to know the 
purpose of the tasks of 
Catechesis?



Leading to 
Knowledge of the 

Faith

Catechesis has the task of fostering the 
knowledge and exploration of the Christian 
message. DC 80



Without the experience of faith, one 
would be deprived of a true encounter 

with God and with one’s brothers; 
 Directory for Catechesis 80



the absence of content 
would block the 
maturation of faith,

Directory for Catechesis 80



keeping one from 
finding meaning in 
the Church and living 
the encounter and 
exchange with others. 
Directory for Catechesis 80



“Faith and reason are like two wings on which the human spirit 
rises to the contemplation of truth; and God has placed in the 
human heart a desire to know the truth—in a word, to know 

himself—so that, by knowing and loving God, men and women 
may also come to the fullness of truth about themselves”

~ John Paul II, Fides et Ratio



Even in the 
human order the 
love which one 
person 
has for another 
causes that 
person to wish to 
know 

 the other all the 
more. 



Modern man 
listens more 
willingly to 
witnesses than to 
teachers, and if he 
does listen to 
teachers, it is 
because they are 
witnesses.”

 Saint Pope Paul VI, Evangelii
Nuntiandi no. 41



Share examples of how “Leading to 
Knowledge of the Faith” is applied in 
your ministry.   

Identify ways to improve or adapt what 
is already happening. 

Discussion 
Questions



Initiating into 
the Celebration 
of the Mystery



Liturgy

The word "liturgy" originally meant a 
"public work" or a "service in the 
name of/on behalf of the people.“

In Christian tradition it means the 
participation of the People of God in 
"the work of God."

Through the liturgy Christ, our 
redeemer and high priest, continues 
the work of our redemption in, with, 
and through his Church. – CCC, 1069



Initiating into the 
Celebration of the Mystery

 Joy

 Sense of community

 Attentive listening to the word of 
God

 Confident prayer

 Praise and thanksgiving

 Awareness of symbols & signs



Initiating into the Celebration of 
the Mystery

Catechesis helps the believer to 
understand the importance of the liturgy 
in the Church’s life, initiates him into the 
knowledge of the sacraments and into 

sacramental life, especially the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, source and 

summit of the life and mission of the 
Church.  DC 81



Initiating into the 
Celebration of the Mystery

Understanding the 
Liturgical Year

Significance of 
Sunday



Initiating into the Celebration of the 
Mystery – how is this task applied in 
ministry?

Identify ways to improve or adapt what 
is already happening. 

Discussion 
Questions



Forming For Life in 
Christ

 Catechesis has the task of 
making the heart of every 
Christian resound with the call 
to live a new life in keeping 
with the dignity of children of 
God received in Baptism and 
with the life of the Risen One 
that is communicated through 
the sacraments.  DC 83

The Beatitudes are like a Christian identity card. DC84



Forming For 
Life in Christ

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. Blessed 
are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against 
you [falsely] because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.



LOVE & 
MERCY



Forming for Life in Christ – how is 
this task applied in ministry?

Identify ways to improve or adapt 
what is already happening. 

Discussion 
Questions



Teaching Prayer

 Catechesis has the 
task of educating 

the believer for 
prayer and in prayer, 

developing the 
contemplative 
dimension of 

Christian 
experience. DC86



Prayer:

Personal 
Liturgical
Community



Teaching Prayer – share one way 
you have taught prayer to a group.

Identify ways to improve or adapt 
how we teach prayer.  

Discussion 
Questions



Introduction 
to Community 
Life 
Catechesis….has the task of 
developing the sense of belonging 
to the Church….DC89



The Christian family is a communion 
of persons, a sign and image of the 
communion of the Father and the 
Son in the Holy Spirit.  - CCC 2205

Every day they devoted 
themselves to meeting together in 
the temple area and to breaking 
bread in their homes. – Acts 2:46

As a body is one though it has 
many parts, and all the parts of the 
body, though many, are one body, 
so also Christ. – 1 Corinthians 12:12



Faith Communitites



Introduction to Community Life –How 
do we assist our brothers and sisters to 
see themselves as belonging to the 
Church? 

Identify ways to improve or adapt how 
we show people that they belong to the 
Church.    

Discussion 
Questions



Put very simply…



Tasks of Catechesis 

Share examples of how 
the tasks are displayed 
in the parish 
community 



Share examples of 
how the tasks of 
catechesis are 
displayed in the 
parish community
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