
Diocese of Trenton 
Youth Ministry Track Grades 8-12 
 
Keynote: 
Say the Word: Stories that Heal, Julianne Stanz 
Storytelling was one of Jesus' preferred methods in helping people to 
understand the Kingdom of God. Guiding people to identify and tell 
their story of faith is critical to the new evangelization and growing as 
missionary disciples, yet it is something that many Catholics are afraid 
of doing. As leaders, it is important that we provide formation in this 
important art.  
 

Friday, October 22 at 7pm | Virtual Live session 
Q & A with Julianne Stanz 

Featured Presentations: 
Why YM? Evangelizing to Disaffiliated Teens, Mark Hart, Lifeteen Why it is we do ministry? Particularly ministry in 
the aftermath of a pandemic? The current numbers of disaffiliated teenagers are large and only continuing to grow as 
families remain disconnected in the wake of the COVID pandemic. This keynote will serve to provide current statistics 
and facts about Gen Z/ iGen and encourage parishes in their efforts to effectively use that knowledge to better reach 
teens. It is the intentional hard work of parishes that will be key in drawing teens and their families back into the fold. 
 
Youth Ministry: 
Welcoming Youth Back to Ministry and Accompaniment Post-Pandemic, Tom East, Center for Ministry 
Development The last two years have seen a convergence of vision for ministry with youth inspired by Pope Francis's 
Christus Vivit, research about the isolation of this generation, and the experience of the pandemic. This workshop will 
explore direction for ministry with youth built around accompaniment, faith sharing in families, and engagement in the 
parish community. 

Feeding the Spiritual Hunger of Youth Today, Tom East, Center for Ministry Development Youth are longing for 
connection and a sense of purpose. In Christus Vivit, Pope Francis places vocation as the horizon of our ministry with 
young people and directs us to walk with youth with empathy. Faith formation and ministry with youth can address 
these hungers by accompanying adolescents and their families, and by providing formation, accompaniment, and 
mentoring in the practices of discipleship. 

Forming a Core Team, Jose Rodriguez Rivera, Lifeteen This breakout will cover why it is important to intentionally 
build and form a team of adults to serve the teens of your parish, how to make it happen, and how to do so in a way that 
is sustainable. 

Evangelization and Discipleship: 
Engaging and Partnering with Young People & Parents, Leisa Anslinger, Catholic Life and Faith This workshop presents 
insights from studies on teens and young adults and offers concrete strategies to more fully engage young people and 
their families, positively impacting the parish and its people. 

Disabilities: 
Youth Mental Health First Aid, Maggie Rousseau, Director of Disabilities Ministry, Archdiocese of Atlanta This 
presentation will introduce Youth Mental Health First Aid training, a "must" for all persons working in ministry with 
children and young adults (ages 6-18). 
 
These are suggested workshops to view, many more workshops and live events can be found here.    Register here: 
https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/NJLive2021 
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