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Our Lady of Guadalupe Torch
In a Season of Remembrance

In Memory of Our 
Dearly Departed 
& For Those Who 
Suffer Their Loss

 
The Diocese of Trenton dedicates the 
2020 “Our Lady of Guadalupe Torch 
in a Season of Remembrance ” to 
those who have lost their lives due 
to COVID-19 or any other illness or 
circumstance and to those who suffer 
their loss.. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe
The Glorious Mysteries for 
the Holy Souls in Purgatory

“As we enter heaven, we will see 
them, so many of them coming 
towards us and thanking us. We will 
ask who they are, and they will say a 
poor soul you prayed for in purgatory.” 
~ Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen



The Glorious Mysteries of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Rosary for the Holy Souls in Purgatory

Sign of the cross 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer:  O our Lady of Guadalupe, mystical rose, make intercession for 
Holy Church, especially for the penitent church in purgatory and for 
the families who grieve their loss. Protect the Sovereign Pontiff, help 
all those who invoke thee in their necessities, and since thou art the 
ever Virgin Mary and Mother of the true God, obtain for us from thy 
most holy Son the grace of keeping our faith, sweet hope in the midst 
of the bitterness of life, burning charity and the precious gift of final 
perseverance. Amen.

Apostles Creed
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Our Father…
3 Hail Mary…
Glory be…

Fatima Prayer - O my Jesus, forgive us of our sins. Save us from 
the fires of hell. Lead all souls into heaven, especially those in 
most need of thy mercy. Amen.



THE GLORIOUS ROASRY FOR THE FOR THE 
HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY

The First Glorious Mystery: The Resurrection

Scripture: But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when 
they went in, they did not find the body. While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes 
stood beside them.  The women were terrified and bowed 
their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do 
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, 
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.”  Then they 
remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they 
told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told this to the apostles.  But these 
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he 
went home, amazed at what had happened.  (Luke 24:1-12).

Prayer: Our Lord Jesus Christ turned the darkness of death into the dawn of new life in His 
Resurrection and He promised that light to all who believe in Him. We ask you now, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, to intercede for those who have fallen asleep in the Hope of the Resurrection but were 
unprepared at the moment of their death. That they may be forgiven of their sins and that their 
purification may go quickly that they may be welcomed into the presence of your Son. Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, today we pray also for those whose lives are in turmoil, and pain is all that is felt. 
Be with them in their sorrow and uphold them in your strength. Amen

Our Father…
3 Hail Mary…
Glory be…

Fatima Prayer - O my Jesus, forgive us of our sins. Save us from the fires of hell. Lead all 
souls into heaven, especially those in most need of thy mercy. Amen.



The Second Glorious Mystery: The Ascension

Scripture: So when they had come together, they 
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for 
you to know times or seasons which the Father has 
fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” 
And when he had said this, as they were looking on, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as 
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:6-11).

Prayer: Our Lady of Guadalupe, at the Ascension Jesus accomplished the work of 
redemption. Today, with determined hearts we ask you, Our Mother, to intercede for 
the souls in purgatory. Especially those we loved so much here on this earth. Let 
them finally receive the fullness of the reward of your Son’s sacrifice. Let the love we 
have for them and the love they have for us, be enough to merit their departure from 
purgatory and their ascension into the presence of God.  Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother 
of Consolation, we pray for all who are grieving the loss of someone they loved. Bring 
warmth to those whose hearts are cold, empty, angry and confused. Soften those 
temperaments just enough so they can hear the sweet whisper of your voice. Amen

Our Father…
3 Hail Mary…
Glory be…

Fatima Prayer - O my Jesus, forgive us of our sins. Save us from the fires of hell. Lead 
all souls into heaven, especially those in most need of thy mercy. Amen.



The Third Glorious Mystery: The Descent of the Holy Spirit

Scripture: When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 
the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout 
Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? In our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” (Acts 2:1-12) 

Prayer: Our Lady of Guadalupe, the incarnation of the Son took place in your womb 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. You are the favored daughter of the Father and so we 
ask you tonight to plead for the Holy Souls. That they may be released from the bonds 
of purgatory and today may be in the glory of Heaven. Our Lady of Guadalupe we also 
pray for those who are mourning the loss of a loved one. That they may have comfort 
in knowing that, although in purgatory, their loved ones are in great joy because they 
know for certain they are bound for heaven. That the mourners may know the privilege 
God has given us to participate in the release of souls from purgatory by entering into 
earnest prayer for them. Amen 

Our Father…
3 Hail Mary…
Glory be…

Fatima Prayer - O my Jesus, forgive us of our sins. Save us from the fires of hell. 
Lead all souls into heaven, especially those in most need of thy mercy. Amen.



The Fourth Glorious Mystery: The Assumption

Scripture: And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of 
his servant. Surely, from now on all generations 
will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. His 
mercy is for those who fear him from generation 
to generation. He has shown strength with his 
arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 
of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful 
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 
the rich away empty. He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according 
to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
(Luke 1:46-55) 

Prayer: Our Lady of Guadalupe, you appeared to St Faustina at a celebration of your 
Assumption. She told us that you visit with the souls in purgatory. She said you bring 
them refreshment. We thank you for the gift of letting us know, through St Faustina, 
that the souls in purgatory have you in their presence. We join you in prayers for 
them. Commend to your Son, all the souls in purgatory. That through your maternal 
intercession, these souls may overcome the pains of purification and may joyfully 
reach the eternal home they long for. Our Lady of Guadalupe, most merciful Virgin 
Mother of God, you are the kindest comforter of those that mourn. Draw them close 
to you, that they may give their hearts to you, and you may set it on fire for your Son, 
Jesus. Amen

Our Father…
3 Hail Mary…
Glory be…

Fatima Prayer - O my Jesus, forgive us of our sins. Save us from the fires of hell. Lead 
all souls into heaven, especially those in most need of thy mercy. Amen.



The Fifth Glorious Mystery: The Coronation of Mary

Scripture: And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her 
head a crown of twelve stars; she was with child and she cried 
out in her pangs of birth, in anguish for delivery. And another 
portent appeared in heaven; behold, a great red dragon, with 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems upon his heads. 
His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven, and cast 
them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who 
was about to bear a child, that he might devour her child when 
she brought it forth; she brought forth a male child, one who 
is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was 
caught up to God and to his throne. (Revelations 12:1-5) 

Prayer: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Queen of Heaven, you have 
been enthroned in heaven for our sake. To your hands has 
been committed the distribution of favors and graces. Your 
power reaches from the Church Triumphant, to the Church 
Militant and the Church Suffering. To you then, O Queen of 
Mercy, who dwell in the heavens, we banished children of Eve lift up our eyes and hearts on behalf 
of the souls of the departed, that you may look with favor upon them and bring them from captivity 
into the freedom of glorious Heaven. Our Lady of Guadalupe, we pray also for all whose lives have 
been touched by the loss of a loved one. That your love and the love of Our Lord Jesus Christ would 
bring the hope of eternity into their hearts. That the joy of knowing that someday we will all rejoice 
together in Heaven, be enough to sustain them while still here in this land of exile. 

Our Father…
3 Hail Mary…
Glory be…

Fatima Prayer - O my Jesus, forgive us of our sins. Save us from the fires of hell. Lead all souls into 
heaven, especially those in most need of thy mercy. Amen

Concluding Prayers:
The Hail Holy Queen (The Salve Regina) 

All Pray: Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, hail, our life, our sweetness and our hope. To thee do we 
cry, poor banished children of Eve: to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this 
vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our 
exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus, O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin 
Mary! Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of 
Christ.

O God, whose only begotten Son, by His life, death, and resurrection, has purchased for us 
the rewards of eternal life. Grant, we beseech Thee, that by meditating on these mysteries 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, we may imitate the love that they 
contain and obtain the hope that they promise, through the same Christ our Lord. Amen



Litany to Our Lady of Guadalupe
 

Leader: Lord, have mercy on our dead.   All: Especially those in dire need of your mercy
Leader: Christ, have mercy on our dead. All: Especially those in dire need of your mercy
Leader: Lord, have mercy on our dead     All: Especially those in dire need of your mercy
Leader: Christ, hear us.  All: Christ, graciously hear us.

V: God the Father of Heaven, R: Have mercy on us and on the holy souls of purgatory
V: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, R: Have mercy on us and on the holy souls of purgatory
V: God the Holy Ghost, R: Have mercy on us and on the holy souls of purgatory
V: Holy Trinity, One God, R: Have mercy on us and on the holy souls of purgatory

V: Holy Mary of Guadalupe R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother of the Americas, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Star of Evangelization, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Perfect and Ever-Virgin, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother of the True God, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother worthy of honor and veneration, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother most merciful, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother of those who love thee and have confidence in thee, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother of those who cry to thee and search for thee, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who cures all our pains, miseries and sorrows, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who remedies and alleviates our sufferings, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who keeps us under her compassionate and merciful gaze, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who shows us help, love and compassion, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who chooses those who are humble and simple, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who graciously repays all who serve her, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who keeps us under her shadow and protection, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Mother who carries us in her embrace, R: pray for our dead
V: Holy Mary, Fountain of our joy, R: pray for our dead
V: Good St. Joseph, R: pray for our dead
V: St. Juan Diego, R: pray for our dead 
V: All Angels and Saints, R: pray for our dead  

V: Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, R: spare us O Lord.
V: Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, R: graciously hear us, O Lord.
V: Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, R: have mercy on us and on all the  
     souls in purgatory.



The Memorare Of Our Lady Of Guadalupe
 

All Pray: Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary of Guadalupe, that in thy celestial apparitions on 
the mount of Tepeyac, thou didst promise to show thy compassion and pity towards all who, loving 
and trusting thee, seek thy help and call upon thee in their necessities and afflictions.  Thou didst 
promise to listen to our supplications, to dry our tears and to give us consolation and relief. Never 
was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession 
was left unaided. 

Inspired with this confidence, we fly unto thee, O Mary, ever Virgin Mother of the True God! Though 
grieving under the weight of our sins and the loss of our loved ones, we come to prostrate ourselves 
in thy august presence; certain that thou wilt deign to fulfill thy merciful promises. We are full of 
hope that, standing beneath thy shadow and protection, nothing will trouble or afflict us.

Thou hast decided to remain with us through thy admirable image, thou who art our Mother, our 
health and our life. Placing ourselves beneath thy maternal gaze and having recourse to thee in all 
our necessities, we need do nothing more. O Holy Mother of God, despise not our petitions, but in thy 
mercy hear and answer us7

Closing Prayer
Our Lady of Guadalupe, if those whose names I had in my heart during this time of prayer, have 
already passed on into heaven, then let my prayers go to those who have no one to pray for them and 
are in most need of your mercy. 

Blessed souls, I have prayed 
for thee; I entreat thee, who 
are so dear to God, and who 
are secure of never losing 
Him, to pray for me a miser-
able sinner, who is in dan-
ger of being damned, and of 
losing God forever. 

In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen



Marian Songs for Before and/or after Rosaries
 

Guadalupe Hymn

You are the fountain of my life,
Under your shadow and in your 
protection, I fear no evil, no pain, no 
worries.

O Maria, O most merciful Mother,
Gentle virgin with the name 
Guadalupe. On a mountain we find 
roses in winter, All the world has been 
touched by your love.

Here in the crossing of your arms,
Could there be anything else that I 
need? Nothing discourage, nothing 
depress me.

O Maria, O most merciful Mother,
Gentle virgin with the name 
Guadalupe. On a mountain we find 
roses in winter, All the world has been 
touched by your love

You are the star of the ocean,
My boat is small and the waves are so 
high. But with you to guide me, I’ll reach 
my homeland.

O Maria, O most merciful Mother,
Gentle virgin with the name 
Guadalupe. On a mountain we find 
roses in winter, All the world has been 
touched by your love.

You are the dawn of a new day,
For you give birth to the Son of the 
Father. All of my lifetime, I’ll walk 
beside you. 

O Maria, O most merciful Mother, 
Gentle virgin with the name 
Guadalupe. On a mountain we find 
roses in winter, All the world has been 
touched by your love.

Immaculate Mary

Immaculate Mary, thy praises we sing; Who reignest in splendor with 
Jesus our King.  Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 

In heaven, the blessed thy glory proclaim; On earth we, thy children, 
invoke thy fair name. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 

We pray for God’s glory; may His kingdom come; We pray for His vicar, 
our father, and Rome. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 

We pray for our Mother, the Church upon earth, And bless, dearest Lady,
 the land of our birth. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 



Hail Mary, Gentle Woman

Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women
and blest is the fruit of your womb, 
Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now
and at the hour of death.Amen. 

Gentle woman, quiet light,
morning star, so strong and bright,
gentle Mother, peaceful dove,
teach us wisdom; teach us love. 

You were chosen by the Father;
you were chosen for the Son.
You were chosen from all women
and for woman, shining one. 

Gentle woman, quiet light,
morning star, so strong and bright,
gentle Mother, peaceful dove,
teach us wisdom; teach us love. 

Blessed are you among women, blest 
in turn all women, too.
Blessed they with peaceful spirits.
Blessed they with gentle hearts. 
 

Jesus the Very Thought of Thee

Jesus, the very thought of thee 
with sweetness fills the breast; 
but sweeter far thy face to see, 
and in thy presence rest.

O hope of every contrite heart, 
O joy of all the meek, 
to those who fall, how kind thou art! 
How good to those who seek!
 

But what to those who find? Ah, this 
nor tongue nor pen can show; 
the love of Jesus, what it is, 
none but his loved ones know.

Jesus, our only joy be thou, 
as thou our prize will be; 
Jesus, be thou our glory now, 
and through eternity.

Immaculate Mary

Immaculate Mary, thy praises we sing; Who reignest in splendor with 
Jesus our King.  Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 

In heaven, the blessed thy glory proclaim; On earth we, thy children, 
invoke thy fair name. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 

We pray for God’s glory; may His kingdom come; We pray for His vicar, 
our father, and Rome. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 

We pray for our Mother, the Church upon earth, And bless, dearest Lady,
 the land of our birth. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 





Symbolism of the Image
The natural lifespan of a tilma made with fiber from the agave or maguey plant is only about 30 years. There is 
no scientific explanation for the 478 years of high quality-preservation of the Tilma or for the miracles that have 
occurred to ensure its preservation. 

The miraculous image produced on the apron or tilma of Blessed Juan Diego is rich in symbolism. The aureole or 
luminous light surrounding the Lady is reminiscent of the “woman clothed with the sun” of Rev. 12:1. The light is 
also a sign of the power of God who has sanctified and blessed the one who appears. The rays of the sun would 
also be recognized by the native people as a symbol of their highest god, Huitzilopochtli. Thus, the lady comes 
forth hiding but not extinguishing the power of the sun. She is now going to announce the God who is greater 
than their sun god.

The Lady is standing upon the moon. Again, the symbolism is that of the woman of Rev. 12:1 who has the “moon 
under her feet”. The moon for the Meso-Americans was the god of the night. By standing on the moon, she shows 
that she is more powerful than the god of darkness. However, in Christian iconography the crescent moon under 
the Madonna’s feet is usually a symbol of her perpetual virginity, and sometimes it can refer to her Immaculate 
Conception or Assumption.

The eyes of Our lady of Guadalupe are looking down with humility and compassion. This was a sign to the native 
people that she was not a god since in their iconography the gods stare straight ahead with their eyes wide 
open. We can only imagine how tenderly her eyes looked upon Blessed Juan Diego when she said: “ Do not be 
troubled or weighed down with grief…Am I not here who am your Mother?”

The angel supporting the Lady testifies to her royalty. To the Meso-American Indians only kings, queens and 
other dignitaries would be carried on the shoulders of someone. The angel is transporting the Lady to the people 
as a sign that a new age has come.

The mantle of the Lady is blue-green or turquoise. To the native people, this was the color of the gods and of 
royalty. It was also the color of the natural forces of life and fecundity. In Christian art, blue is symbolic of 
eternity and immortality. In Judaism, it was the color of the robe of the high priest. The limbus or gold border of 
her mantle is another sign of nobility.

The stars on the Lady’s mantle shows that she comes from heaven. She comes as the Queen of Heaven but with 
the eyes of a humble and loving mother. The stars also are a sign of the supernatural character of the image. 
The research of Fr. Mario Rojas Sánchez and Dr. Juan Homero Hernández Illescas of Mexico (published in 1983) 
shows that the stars on the Lady’s mantle in the image are exactly as the stars of the winter solstice appeared 
before dawn on the morning of December 12, 1531.

The color of the Madonna’s dress is rose or pale-red. Some have interpreted this as the color of dawn 
symbolizing the beginning of a new era. Others point to the red as a sign of martyrdom for the faith and divine 
love.

The gold-encircled cross brooch under the neck of the Lady’s robe is a symbol of sanctity.

The girdle or bow around her waist is a sign of her virginity, but it also has several other meanings. The bow 
appears as a four-petaled flower. To the native Indians this was the nahui ollin, the flower of the sun, a 
symbol of plenitude. The cross-shaped flower was also connected with the cross-sticks which produce 
fire. For them, this was the symbol of fecundity and new life. The high position of the bow and the 
slight swelling of the abdomen show that the Lady is “with child”. According to Dr. Carlos Fernández 
Del Castillo, a leading Mexican obstetrician, the Lady appears almost ready to give birth with the infant 
head down resting vertically. This would further solidify her identification with the woman of Rev. 12 
who is about to give birth.
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