
Gathering of Cohort Representatives  -  March 19, 2018  

Discussion/Brainstorm on Evangelization 

 

Prayer 

Brainstorm on what evangelization means or looks like to the participants gathered 

• Encounter with Christ 

• Accompany 

• Community and sending 

• Build awareness of personal responsibility to evangelize 

• Placing parish bulletins in area restaurants 

• Letter to parishioners who are not coming to church (based on envelope usage) 

• Parish ministry/activity trifold 

• Hire a shared Director of Youth Ministry 

• Young Adult regional gatherings; including “Catholic Beer Club” and “Theology on Tap” 

• Multi-lingual, intergenerational Catechesis 

• Need for apologetics 

• Connect with people one-on-one 

• Door-to-door invitation 

• Monthly prayer service alternating between parishes in process of merging 

• Involvement in the wider community 

• Outreach to seasonal population 

• Parish registration process; including welcome reception 

• Have office hours on Sunday 

• Continue to walk with families after the baptism of their infant children 

 

Introduction to the stages of Evangelization       (Josue Arriola) 

 Pre-Evangelization (Prepare):  Building Trust, Spiritual Curiosity, Openness, Spiritual Seeking  

 Proclamation of the Gospel (Ignite):  5 fingers - God’s Love, Sin, Salvation, Decision, Church 

 Discipleship (Stoke):  Spokes - Prayer, Knowledge of Faith, Sacraments, Community, Service 

 Apostleship (Blaze): recognizing baptismal mandate, sending, continual growth, proclamation 

 

Handout given and “Together in Mission” info-graphic shared 



Discussion of all the actions and activities of parish life can be evangelizing. 

Fundamentally, evangelization is not one “new” program we can implement.  

All of what a parish does can be, and should be, evangelizing….everything from the way we answer the 
phone, to the way we help those in need, to the way we bury the dead.   We must be more intentional 
about what we are doing and how we are doing it. 

It is also helpful if we can determine whether or not we are being deliberate about helping individuals 
move through the various stages of evangelization; and if we are doing this in ways that respects where 
that person in is their life and development. 

Every baptized person is called to the work of evangelization.  At the same time, it is both the work of 
the whole church and the work of individual members of the body. 

Inevitably, some things a parish would like to do will be beyond its current capability: 

• Perhaps they don’t have the financial resources; or the space 

• Perhaps they don’t have enough volunteers; or people with particular training 

• Perhaps they have only a few people in a particular group to accompany 
These are ideal things for parishes in a Cohort to consider doing in collaboration. 
 
Parishes and cohorts also collaborate with the diocese, organizations and ecclesial movements in this 
“work of the whole church” – we are Together in Mission. 
 
Assistance available 
 
The Diocesan Staff is eager to help you in your parishes and your cohorts as you seek to become more 
intentional about evangelization.  We have members of the staff who are “specialists” in a variety of 
areas.  Please contact us and we’ll connect you with the right individuals and resources.  We are happy 
to assist you. 
 
Mr. Josue Arriola 
Director of Evangelization and Family Life 
Diocese of Trenton 
609-403-7155 
jarrio@dioceseoftrenton.org 
 
Mrs. Terry Ginther 
Chancellor and Executive Director for Pastoral Life & Mission 
Diocese of Trenton 
609-403-7143 
tginth@dioceseoftrenton.org 
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