Diocese of Trenton Elementary Religion Curriculum Guidelines, K–8
correlated with Sadlier’s We Believe with Project Disciple, K-8
incorporating The Roman Missal, Third Edition


Kindergarten
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text

Knowledge of the Faith
The children will be introduced to the following core beliefs:
God is the Creator and He gave us all things (CCC 41–49, 279–83)
God made all people (CCC 324, 279)
God made us. (CCC 292, 842)
Begin to understand the love God has for them is visible in us (CCC 516, 604)
Identify all good things as gifts from a loving God (CCC 295, 299, 319)
Identify God as loving Father (CCC 268–78)
God the Father gives us Jesus. Jesus is God. (CCC 603, 614)
Mary is the Mother of Jesus. (CCC 437, 484–86)
Joseph is the foster father of Jesus (CCC 437)
Explain the church loves and honors Mary (CCC 773, 963–72)
Christmas and Easter are celebrations in Church as is Sunday,
The Lord‘s Day.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5
8
9
19
19
16
16, 17, 18, 19, 26
15
17
15
6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27

Liturgical Education
The children will participate in discussion and activities that promote:
The Church as the family of God (CCC 521, 761–783)
Through Baptism, we are called children of God (CCC 168, 526, 537)
Explaining Jesus shared a meal with his friends at Last Supper
He pointed to His sacrifice and left us the Eucharist as a
Memorial of His death and resurrection. (CCC 2176, 1341–44)
Jesus Gift of Himself (CCC 1337–40, 1374)
The fact that Advent, Christmas and Lent are special celebrations
in our Church and Homes

22
22
24

24
6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27

Moral Formation
The children will introduced to the following:
That everything created by God is good (CCC 319, 2402)
Through stories of Jesus we learn to love others in their families
and classrooms (CCC 546, 1716)
To use God‘s name with respect (CCC 2144, 2142–48)
To say ―I‘m Sorry‖ when we have not been nice to others.
(CCC 1451, 2412, 2487)
That they are a unique and special creation of God (CCC 297, 842, 1700)

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10
11, 12
23
25
8, 9, 10
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Teaching to Pray
Children will be introduced to the following:
The Sign of the Cross and what it means (CCC 2157)
Mealtime prayer and why we thank God before we eat (CCC 2637–38)
Prayer as talking and listening to God (CCC 2559–65)
Formal prayers such as The Lord‘s Prayer and Hail Mary and what
they mean (CCC 2759, 2676)
Spontaneous prayer (CCC 2697–99, 2700–04)
Respectful behavior when we gather as a community (CCC 2565, 1136)
Mass is the greatest prayer of the Church

22
18, 242, My Prayer Book
23
23, 249, My Prayer Book
23
24, 209C
24, 209C

Education for Community Life
Children will be introduced to the following:
We belong to a family just as Jesus did (CCC 525–34)
The responsibility to care for God‘s creation (CCC 337–54)
Ways they can help others in their families, class, and neighborhood (CCC 1822)
Bible stories that show how people help others (CCC 546, 1928, 1422)
Jesus wants us to care about others (CCC 1970, 2196, 2443)
All creation is good and that we must care for it (CCC 337–54)
God gave each of us different talents (CCC 306, 308, 2334)
Show respect for ourselves and others (CCC 1929, 2284, 1789, 1004)

17
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9
11, 12
11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26
11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9
8, 9, 10, 11, 12
18, 19, 25, 26

Missionary Initiation
Children will be introduced to the following:
Where we are, home, school, playing with friends, we are followers of
Jesus and should act like His followers (CCC 520, 562, 546, 1533)
Jesus asks us to share our faith with others (CCC 905, 861)
We should pray for those who spread and teach the faith, especially
for vocations to the priesthood and religious life (CCC 873, 931)

2
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Grade One
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text

Knowledge of the Faith
Children will continue to grow in their understanding of the Bible:
Respect the Bible as God‘s special book (CCC 105)
Stories of God‘s love for us (CCC 120–21)
The Bible is a collection of stories through which God speaks to us.
The Gospel is the Good News of Jesus Christ. (CCC 124, 128, 514)
Introduce the Trinity briefly (CCC 232, 237, 249, 253–56)
God is our Father and Creator (CCC 240, 242, 279–81)
The Father as the First Person of the Trinity who created us
in his image and likeness (CCC 232–37, 355–60)
Jesus as the Second Person of the Trinity who died and
rose for us (CCC 422–24, 571–73, 599–601, 638–44)
Jesus as the Son of God and Son of Mary (CCC 441–42, 484–486)
Introduce the Holy Spirit as the Third Person of the Trinity, who was sent
by Jesus to help us (CCC 683–86, 739)
The Holy Spirit gives us special gifts to help us live our lives (CCC 733–41)
Jesus chose the Apostles to lead and care for his people (CCC 857)
The bishops lead and care for the Church, assisted by priests and deacons
(CCC 861, 886, 1537)
Brief introduction of Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory

1
1
1
2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10
2
1
1, 2
3, 4, 5, 8, 9
3, 4, 5, 8, 9
10, 11
10, 11
12
12, 15
21, 25

Liturgical Education
Children will grow in their understanding of the People
of God by being introduced to the following concepts:
The Church celebrates Seven Sacraments (CCC 1210, 774, 1131)
16
Baptism as the Sacrament that makes us members of God‘s family
and washes away Original Sin (CCC 1213–43)
17
The signs and symbols of Baptism (CCC 1234–43)
17
The practice of ―signing‖ ourselves with the cross and Holy Water
upon entering a Church
17
Jesus will always forgive us and there is a special sacrament called
Reconciliation which is a sacrament that we use to ask for forgiveness
(CCC 1420–42)
18, 19
Eucharist recalls the Last Supper which Jesus shared with his Apostles (CCC 1323) 22
We receive the Body and Blood of Jesus in Holy Communion (CCC 1381, 1391–94) 22, 23, 24
We celebrate with God‘s family at Mass (CCC 1348–55)
23, 24, My Mass Book
Introduce the prayers of the Mass: Lord Have Mercy, Glory to God,
Alleluia, responses, Holy, Holy, Amen…
Introduce the responses of the New Roman Missal: Gloria Confiteor, Creed, etc.
www.WeBelieveWeb.com
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During Mass, we listen to God‘s Word from the Bible
During Mass, we pray and sing together.
The Church‘s Liturgical Year:
Advent is a special time of waiting
Christmas: The Church celebrates the Birth of Christ
Lent: Ashes mark us as followers of Christ who can say we are sorry
Good Friday: is the day we remember Jesus‘ death
Easter is a celebration of Jesus‘ Resurrection.
Ordinary Time is when we learn of the life and teachings of Jesus

6, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27

Moral Formation
Children will grow in their ability to:
Explain and love God (CCC 31, 1877)
Recognize that Jesus taught the Great Commandments which tell us how to
love God, ourselves, and others, and sums up the Ten Commandments
(CCC 2052, 2055)
Show care and love for all people (CCC 1822–29)
Take responsibility to care for God‘s creation
Recognize sin as turning away from God, hurting ourselves and others
(CCC 1849–50)
Recognize the need to say ―I‘m Sorry‖ (CCC 1451)
Try to live at peace with oneself and others (CCC 1829)
Learn to develop friendships and share with others
Make choices and accept responsibility for them (CCC 1778–80, 1786–89)
Respect the life and dignity of all people (CCC 1929–33, 2284–87)

26

5
4, 5, 12, 18, 19, 26
26
18, 19
18, 19
18, 19, 24
5, 18
5, 18, 19, 24, 26

Teaching to Pray
Children will grow in their ability to:
Pray reverently (CCC 2558–81)
Recognize that we honor Mary (CCC 148, 495, 722)
Recognize the Saints are special people who were close to God (CCC 2559, 2639)
Experience prayer as listening and talking and praising God (CCC 2559, 2639)
Review the Sign of the Cross, Lord‘s Prayer, the Hail Mary,
and Grace at Mealtime; Guardian Angel Prayer
Introduce the Glory Be to the Father as prayer of praise (CCC 2639)
Express love of God and personal needs in spontaneous prayer (CCC 2650)
Celebrate rituals and activities which express our Christian beliefs:
The Advent Wreath, The Christmas Crib, Stations of the Cross

16, 23, 24
25
25
16, 23, 24___
1, 8, 25, My Prayer Book
10, My Prayer Book
1, 8, 16, 23, 24
6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21

Education for Community Life
Children will grow in their awareness of their responsibility toward others:
Recognize that all life is special and must be cared for
Jesus wants us to be models of peace
Jesus us to be models of peace
Jesus wants us to come together as a community united at Mass

4
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26
5, 15, 24
4, 5, 12, 18, 19, 24
22, 23

Missionary Initiation
Children will be exposed to the following:
Articulate that Jesus asks us to share the Good News
Of the Gospel and our Catholic faith with those we meet (CCC 905)
Care about and help people in need
Participate in mission awareness by supporting the mission ―Ad Gentes‖
through prayer, sacrifice, and contributions. The Holy Childhood
Association is the principal way to do this.
Be involved in food and clothing drives for the poor
Remember parishioners who are homebound and in nursing homes
Learn that people have difference that we should respect
Never speak works that can harm others
Say no to things that are harmful and uncomfortable

24
12, 15

20, 24, 27
12, 15
23, Take Home Activity
5, Take Home Activity
4, 5, 18, 19
16, 18
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Grade Two
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text

Knowledge of the Faith
Children being catechized in grade two will be exposed to the following concepts:
Articulate there are three persons in one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
the Trinity, that we acknowledge when we make the Sign of the Cross
(CCC 232–34, 2157)
1
Explain that Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, is the Son of God, who
became human (CCC 422–23, 461, 463, 470)
2
Recognize that Jesus taught us how to live and asks us to follow him and
become his disciples (CCC 1693)
2
Demonstrate the Bible has two parts, the Old Testament and the New
Testament (CCC 121–30)
8
Demonstrate that God gives us the gift of grace which is a share in the
life of God (CCC 1997)
3, 4
Be introduced to the seven sacraments, signs of God‘s grace, healing
and love which strengthen us as disciples (CCC 1999, 2003)
3
Name the Ten Commandments, given to us by God as laws to guide
life (CCC 496–97)
9, 10
Name the two great commandments given us to by Jesus
(Mark 12, Matthew 22, Luke 10, CCC 2196)
10, 11
Explain that in the sacrament of Reconciliation, we express sorrow to God
for our sins and are forgiven (CCC 1448–1460)
10, 11, 12
Explain that the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Jesus is called
the Eucharist (CCC 1338)
15, 16
Explain that at the Last Supper, Jesus gave us Himself in
the Eucharist (CCC 1339)
15, 16
Know that the words of consecration in the Eucharistic prayer, the bread
and wine become the body and blood of Jesus (CCC 1352–53, 1357–58)
17, 18
Describe the Mass as the gathering of God‘s people to celebrate the Liturgy
of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist (CCC 1352–53, 1357–58)
17, 18
Demonstrate that during the Liturgy of the Word we listen to the Old Testament,
stories of God‘s people and in the New Testament, the life of Jesus in the Gospel,
The Acts of the Apostles, and the letters of St. Paul and other disciples (CCC 1349)
8, 17
Demonstrate that at Mass (Eucharist) we remember the death and resurrection of Jesus,
give thanks and receive Jesus in Holy Communion. The Eucharist is a sacrifice
because it makes present the sacrifice of the cross (CCC 1355, 1358–60, 1366) 18
Explain that Mary is truly mother of God/Jesus and our Mother and that devotion to
Mary is part of our Catholic Tradition (CCC 509, 971)
25

6
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Liturgical Formation
Children being catechized in grade two will:
Explain in an age appropriate way, the liturgical year (CCC 1163–71)
6
Explain the meaning of the season of Advent and Christmas (CCC 524–26)
13, 14
Explain the meaning of the seasons of Lent and Easter
(CCC 540, 569–72, 1172–73)
20, 21, 27
Demonstrate the ability to go to confession and seek forgiveness, including knowing
the form for Confession and an Act of Contrition (CCC 1484, NDC 135–136) 11, 12
Understand that God calls us through the Church to regular reception
of Reconciliation (CCC 1457–58)
12
Demonstrate the ability to receive Holy Communion reverently during Mass
Introduce the Eucharistic fact and the importance of the
Sacrament as preparation for Holy Communion. (CCC 1355)
15, 16
Participate at Mass by singing, responses, listening to readings and prayers, praying
The Our Father, joining in the Sign of Peace (CCC 1345–1347, 1438–1455)
17, 18, 19, 22, 23
Review the responses and other changes of the New Roman Missal
17, 18, My Mass Book
Demonstrate that God‘s family gathers to celebrate the Eucharist every Sunday
and on holydays (CCC 1193, 1389)
17, 18, 19, 22, 23
Articulate the importance of the Church as a holy place where Catholics gather to pray
and celebrate the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, and to become familiar
with their parish church: the altar, sacred vessels, vestments, baptismal font,
Reconciliation room, tabernacles, statues (CCC 1181–86, 1379, 1408–09)
17, 18, 19
Explain about and celebrate Feasts of Mary, and the saints throughout the
Liturgical Year as presented in the approved texts
25

Moral Formation
Children being catechized in grade two will be exposed to the following concepts:
That our life is a gift from God and that we must care for our life and the
of others (CCC 1996, 2258)
That God teaches us to be kind and loving to our friends and neighbors,
those who are different and those who are like us (CCC 1697, 1700)
That we show love, care, and respect for our families and all of creation
(CCC 2214, 2216–17, 299, 2402)
That conscience is a voice within our hearts where God calls us to love
and to choose to do what is good and avoid evil (CCC 1776, NDC 165–166)
That sin is any thought, word or act that we freely choose to commit
even though we know that it is wrong (CCC 1850, NDC 166–67)
That mortal sin breaks our friendship with God, destroys the life of God
(grace) within us and is a serious sin and that the Sacrament of Reconciliation
is for all members of the Church who have sinned seriously
(CCC 1855–59, 1861, 1446, NDC 166–67, 136)
That venial sin is a less serious sin but weakens our friendship with God
others (CCC 1855, 1862–1863, NDC 166–167)
That we come closer to Jesus, have venial sins forgiven and are strengthened
to avoid moral sin when we receive Holy Communion (CCC 1416)
Differentiate between situations of accident (mistake) and deliberation (on purpose)
In appropriate moral choices (sin)
Introduction to The Ten Commandments

9, 26
8, 9, 10, 22, 23
8, 9, 10, 26
9, 10, 11, 12
8, 9, 10, 11, 12

10
10
10
10, 11
9, 10
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Teaching to Pray
Children being catechized in grade two will be exposed to the following concepts:
That prayer is talking and listening to God in our hearts; being in a
friendship with God (CCC 2559, 2564)
There are different forms of prayer
Adoration or praise, contrition (sorrow), thanksgiving (gratitude) and supplication
(asking), petition, intercessions (CCC 2628, 2629, 2637, 2639)
That the Our Father has a special place in the prayer of the Church and in the
Mass and that this prayer is found in the New Testament
(Luke 11: 2–4; Matthew 6:9–13) (CCC 2773–76)
That we can pray anytime or anywhere in our own words or in formal prayer.
Some special places for prayer are at home, in Church, in class, where we learn
about God/Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit (CCC 2743, 2659–60, NDC 203)
There are other prayers in the Bible, e.g. Psalm 23, Psalm 66,
Hail Mary (Luke 1:26–33)
The following prayers the Church teaches: ―The memorization of basic prayers
offer an essential support to the life of prayer, but it is important to help
learners savor their meaning.‖ (CCC 2688) These include: Sign of the Cross,
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Guardian Angel Prayer, Act of Contrition,
simple Mass responses, Introduction to the Rosary, and Stations of the Cross

24
24
24___

18, 24___

24
8, 24, 25, My Prayer Book

24, 25, My Prayer Book

Education for Community Life
Children being catechized in grade two will be exposed to the following concepts:
That Jesus commands us to love God and love our neighbor
(John 13:34–35, Luke 10:25–28)
9, 10, 22, 26
That when gathering together to pray as a community (Matthew 18:19) is a way
of life for Christians (CCC 2685, 2694, 2696)
24
That when other children are doing something wrong we should tell them to stop
or tell parents/teachers (CCC 1829)
10, 11, 12
That we can make choices and our choices affect the lives of others (CCC 1800)
9, 10, 11, 12
That we must forgive others when they express sorrow for having hurt us and we
must say we are sorry and ask forgiveness when we have hurt another person
(Matthew 18:22) (CCC 1657, 2227, 2840, 2845)
11, 12
That Jesus founded the Catholic Church that we might all be one and at the same
time we understand that not everyone is a Catholic and that some of our relatives,
playmates, and neighbors may be non-Christian or worship in other Christian
denominations that believe in Jesus Christ (CCC 816, 818)
1,2,3, 4, 5
That God calls all human beings to be responsible for the world and all
its creatures (CCC 373)
26
Give examples of how we practice the charity of Jesus in good works, and love,
especially for the poor (CCC 2179)
22, 23, 26

Missionary Initiation
Children being catechized in grade two will be exposed to the following concepts:
Articulate that Jesus asks us to share the Good news of the Gospel and our Catholic
faith with those we meet; (for this age, such sharing would be mainly relatives
and friends) (CCC 905)
19, 22
Demonstrate that receiving the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion
strengthen us to share our faith with others (CCC 1396)
18, 19, 22, 23
Demonstrate that the Church asks us to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, and lay ministry Luke 10:1–2, (CCC 1587, 1595, 1986)
22, 23
8 www.WeBelieveWeb.com

Learn that many priests heard the call of God to priesthood as young boys. If they
hear God‘s call, they should pray about it and talk to their parents and a priest.
Similarly, girls may hear the call to religious life, pray about it, and talk to
their parents and a religious sister (CCC 1589, 2253)
Articulate that many people in the parish assist the priest at Mass as altar servers,
lectors, cantors, extraordinary ministers of communion, ushers, and that when
they are older, they, too, can assist at Mass
Articulate that wherever they are, they are followers of Jesus and their behavior
should show that they are Christians (CCC 2013)
Support the missions through prayer, contributions, and sacrifice.
Recognize that we call Jesus the Prince of Peace and Jesus‘ words, ―Blessed Be
the Peacemakers,‖ (Matthew 5:9) calls us to foster peace in the various
situations of our lives (CCC 2305)

22, 23

22, 23
19
19, 26

8, 9, 10, 11, 12
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Grade Three
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text

Children being catechized in grade three will be introduced to the following concepts:

Knowledge of the Faith
That God created angels to be His messengers and to praise Him. (CCC 328–33)
That there are three Persons in the one, true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
the Blessed Trinity; we acknowledge this truth when we make the sign
of the cross
That Jesus is the Son of God, the second person of the Blessed Trinity,
who became man
That in the Old Testament, God revealed Himself to Abraham and Moses. He gave
them laws and teachings instructing them how to live in a way pleasing to Him.
In the New Testament, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, by His life shows us how
God would have us live as His faithful people. (CCC 54–58)
That Jesus tells us about God‘s kingdom through its words, actions,
Parables and miracles (CCC 547–50)
That Jesus invited His followers to become part of the Kingdom of God
Being able to identify the twelve Apostles Jesus called to follow him, spread
the Gospel and serve others (CCC 859, 876, 1506)
That Jesus chose Peter as the leader of the Apostles to lead, teach, guide,
and spread the Gospel
That after Jesus ascended into heaven (Matthew 28:20), He sent His Holy
Spirit upon the Apostles at Pentecost, who strengthened them
To go out and teach about Jesus and form the Christian community
(Acts, 2:1–4) (CCC 726)
That the Church is the Body of Christ, who is its head, and the Holy Spirit is the
source of its life, of its unity, and of the riches of its gifts and charisms
(CCC 805, 807, 809)
Define that the Church is a family and members, by their faith and baptism are
called the people of God
That Jesus is present in His Church, the Scriptures, and the Eucharist
(CCC 737)
Identify that Bishops are successors of the Apostles and are leaders in the
Church today (CCC 857, 861–62)
Identify the Pope, the Holy Father as the successor of St. Peter, and realize that
he is the visible head of the whole Church (CCC 880–82)
Articulate that the Pope and bishops guard and pass on the teachings of Christ
And help us understand the tenets of the Faith. (CCC 888–92)
Know that the Church is One: her members are united in sharing the
Eucharist, beliefs, and the love of Christ (CCC 787–790–866)
1
0
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25

1, 2, 3, 4
1, 2, 3

1, 2, 3, 4, 5
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 26
2, 3, 26
4, 5
4, 5

4, 5

4, 5, 9

4, 5, 8
8, 9, 12
3, 8, 12
5, 8, 9
8

That the Church is Holy: her members try to live as Jesus did,
Loving, and obeying God and caring for others (CCC 825–26)
That the Church is Catholic: she welcomes all people in the whole world
And knows that Jesus came to save all people (CCC 831,835, 868)
That the Church is Apostolic: her members love and obey the
Teachings of the apostles and try to live these teachings (CCC 857, 869)
That the Apostle‘s Creed is a summary of the Church‘s beliefs and that a
Careful study of the Apostles‘ Creed will give us knowledge of our faith
(CCC 167, 187, 194, 49–50 in the CCC align the Apostles‘ and Nicene creeds)
That with the help of God, husbands and wives in the Sacrament of
Matrimony are faithful to one another (CCC 1601)
That mothers and fathers cooperate with God in creating new life (CCC 1604)
That boys and girls—and all people—are made in God‘s image and are
Partners in God‘s plan for creation (Genesis 1:27) (CCC 355)

8
8
8

9, Prayers & Practices

15
15
15, 22, 23

Liturgical Education
Explain, in an age appropriate manner, the liturgical year: (CCC 1163–1171)
Describe the meaning of the season of Advent and Christmas,
(CCC 524–526, 1171)
Describe the meaning of the season of Lent, The Easter Triduum, and the
Easter Season (CCC 540, 571, 1168–69, 1329–30, 1412)
Identify and celebrate some feasts of Mary as they occur in the liturgical year
Such as the Feast of the Assumption on August 15, Mary of the Assumption
is the Patron of the Diocese of Trenton, Nativity of Mary, September 8,
Immaculate Conception, December 8, Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Patroness of the Americas, December 12, Mary Mother of God, January 1,
Annunciation of the Lord, March 25, Assumption, August 15
(CCC 490–93, 964–66)
Identify and celebrate the lives of the saints especially young persons who
Are saints e.g.:
St. Therese of the Child Jesus, October 1; Guardian Angels, October 2
St. Francis of Assisi, October 4; St. Luke, October 18, All Saints,
November 1, pg. 10 TM, St. Patrick, March 17, St Joseph March 19,
Saints Peter and Paul June 29
See ‗Saint Stories‘ throughout the text and
‗The Lives of the Saints‘ @www.webelieveweb.com
Reflect throughout this year on the Sunday Gospels and the Eucharistic Prayer,
Also take tours of the Church to gain an understanding of the altar, tabernacle,
and vestments (liturgical colors), sacred vessels, Book of the Gospels,
Roman Missal, etc. (CCC 1346–47)
Participate at Mass by e.g. attention to singing, responses, readings,
Signing at the Gospel, listening prayerfully to the Eucharistic prayer, saying
The Our Father, joining in the sing of Peace (CCC 1438–1455) Review the
New responses and prayers of the New Roman missal
Demonstrate that the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ is called
The Eucharist (CCC 1328)
Explain that at the Last Supper Jesus gave us Himself in the Eucharist (CCC 1339)

6, 7
13, 14
20, 21, 27

25, 241

16

15, 16, 17

15, 16, 17
16, 17
16, 17
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Explain that at the consecration during the Eucharistic Prayer, the
Bread and wine become the Body and blood of Jesus (CCC 1352–53)
Tell that the Mass is a gathering of Catholics to celebrate the Liturgy
Of the word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist (CCC 1346, 1348–55)
Demonstrate the ability to receive Holy Communion reverently during
Mass (CCC 1355)
Recount that the Lord commands us to keep holy the Lord‘s Day and the Church,
to fulfill this obligation, we are required to attend the celebration Of the
Eucharist (Mass) each Sunday and Holy Day of obligation (CCC 1324, 1389)
That at the celebration of the Eucharist (Mass) we remember the
death and resurrection of Jesus, give thanks, and receive Jesus in
Communion, at the celebration of the Eucharist, the church
commemorates Christ‘s Passover, and it is made present:
the sacrifice Christ offered once for all on the cross remains
ever present (CCC 1355, 1358–60, 1364)

16, 17
16, 17
17

16, 17, 18

16, 17

That our Church teaches that the bread and wine, by the power of the Holy Spirit and
by the words of the priest, become the Body and Blood of Christ who is actually
and mysteriously present (CCC 1357–58)
16, 17
That the whole Christ is truly, really, present in the fullest sense in the Eucharist
(CCC 1374)
17
Demonstrate the ability to approach the sacrament of Penance and seek forgiveness

18, 19

Moral Formation
Explain that our life is a gift from God and that we must care for our life
and the lives of others
Name the Ten Commandments, given to us by God, that guide our life
(CCC 2056–57), use traditional catechetical formula on pg. 496–97 CCC)
Name the two Great Commandments given to us by Jesus. (Mark 12:29–31,
Matthew 22:34–40, Luke 10:25–28) (CCC 2196)
Be able to articulate that Jesus, while He was on earth, taught us
How to live, and asks us to follow Him and become his disciples
―Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.‖ (Matthew 5:48) (CCC 1693)
That we grow in mind, body, and spirit in Christ (CCC 1771)
Articulate that modesty show respect for our own bodies and the bodies
of others (CCC 2524)
Describe the love, respect and obedience children should show in the family
And recognize the family as a place to learn forgiveness
(CCC 1657, 2214–20, 2227)
That conscience is a voice within our hearts where God has
Inscribed His law calling us to love and to choose to do what is
Good and avoid evil (CCC 1776)
Identify that through mortal sin, charity is destroyed by a grave
Violation of God‘s law; we lose sanctifying grace, and we are no
Longer in full union with the Church but remain children of God
And members of the Church; the Sacrament of Reconciliation is for
All sinful members of the Church, especially those w have fallen
into grave sin. (CCC 1855–59, 1861, 1446)
1
2
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22, 23, 24
18, 23, 249

18

18, 22, 26
19, 26
18, 23, 249

18

18

18

Identify that venial sin is a less serious offense but one that weakens
Or relationship with God and others. (CCC 1855, 1862–63)
Demonstrate that grace is the free and undeserved help that God
Gives us to respond to His call to become children of God, adoptive
Sons and daughters, partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life; grace
Is participation in the life of God and introduces us into the intimacy
with the Trinity (CCC 1996–2005)
The Ten Commandments

18

18
18

Teaching To Pray:
Children will be exposed to the following concepts:
That prayer is a gift from God, a talking to and with God and that the life of
prayer is the habit of being in God‘s presence and in communion with God
That daily prayer is a way of life for Christians (CCC 2659–60)
That prayer may be said at anytime or place but special places are: home, church,
classes where we learn about God the Father, his Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit
That when we pray we may use the prayers of the Church, prayers from the
Bible, prayers that the saints wrote, or we may pray in our own words, using
The words that are in our heart. (Galatians 4:6) (CCC 2656–58, NDC 111–13)
That there are different forms of prayer: (CCC 2628–2639)
adoration, supplication, thanksgiving, praise
Identify that the Our Father, given by Jesus to his Apostles has a
Special place in the prayers of the Church, especially the Eucharistic
Liturgy and be able to locate this prayer in the New Testament
(Luke 11:2–4) (Matthew 6:9–13) (CCC 2772–76)
Learn/review the following prayers that the Church teaches: Sign of the Cross;
Our Father; Hail Mary; Glory Be; Act of Contrition; Stations of the Cross;
Morning Prayer; Prayer at Bedtime (CCC 2688)

10
10
10, 11

10, 11
10

10, Prayers & Practices

10, Prayers & Practices

Education for Community Life
Demonstrate that Jesus commands us to love God and love our neighbor
Articulate that common prayer, Matthew 18:19, inclusive of family
Prayer, prayer with friends, prayer at church with the congregation, is
A way of life for Christians (CCC 2685, 2694, 2696)
Recognize that daily prayer, e.g. before and after meals, before bedtime,
Before an automobile trip, etc. should be part of our life as Catholics
(CCC 1829)
Explain that when other children are doing something wrong or harmful to
themselves, or others, we should tell them to stop and tell parents/teachers
(CCC 1829)
Explain that we must forgive others (family members, schoolmates, friends,
neighbors) when they express sorrow for having hurt us and we must say
we are sorry and ask forgiveness when we have hurt another person
(CCC 1657, 2227, 2840, 2845)
Demonstrate that with others in our family, parish, school, neighborhood,
We practice the charity of the Lord in good works and love for all (CCC 2179)
Demonstrate that Jesus founded the Catholic Church that we might all be one
however, we realize that not everyone is a Catholic and some of our relatives,
playmates, and may worship in other Christian religions that believe in
Jesus Christ

18, 22, 23, 24, 26

18, 22, 23, 24, 26

18, 22, 23, 24, 26

18

18
23, 24

4, 5, 23, 24, 26
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Know that God has entrusted to human beings responsibility for the world and
all its creatures

22, 23, 24, 26

Missionary Initiation:
Children will be exposed to the following concepts:
That our love for the Word of God and the Body and Blood of Christ strengthens
us to share our Catholic faith with others
17, 22, 23, 24, 26
powerful examples are great Catholic missionary saints: e.g. Saint Patrick,
St. Francis Xavier (CCC 849, 851)
Hear the stories of St. Peter and Paul: (cf. Acts of the Apostles Peter;
Acts 3:11–36 and 10:34–49; Acts of the Apostles Paul: Conversion 9:1–30 and
Selected excerpts from Chapters 16, 17, 18, NB: cite the many letters
Paul wrote to the various towns and cities attesting to his missionary work:
also note some stories of missionary saints in the Americas e.g. St. John
Neumann, St. Katharine Drexel,
25___
See ‗Saint Stories‘ throughout the text and
‗The Lives of the Saints‘ @www.WeBelieveWeb.com
Articulate that every Catholic is called to have an evangelizing missionary spirit
That radiates the power of Christ within us; our own Catholic faith is strengthened
When it is given to others (Redemptoris Missio 2, John Paul II, 1990)
22, 23, 24, 26
Explain that the Church is in need of vocations to the priesthood and to the different
forms of consecration to God in religious and apostolic life and that we pray
for vocations (CCC 1583, 1974)
12
Recognize that many people in the parish assist the priest at the celebration of the
Eucharist as altar servers, lectors, cantors, extraordinary ministers of communion,
ushers, and that someday they too may assist at Eucharist (CCC 897, 903)
11, 15, 16, 17, 22
That many priests heard the call of God to priesthood as young boys and that if
that call is heard, they should pray about it and talk to their parents and a priest
the priesthood, religious life (brothers and sisters) and being a deacon
(CCC 1589–2253)
12
Explain that wherever they are: school, home, church, playground, stores, houses
friends, relatives, neighbors, they are followers of Jesus and their behavior
should show that they are Christians (CCC 2013)
Demonstrate that we call Jesus, Prince of Peace and Jesus‘ words,
―Blessed are the Peacemakers,‖ (Matthew 5:9) call us to foster peace
And pray for it in the world and in the various situations of our lives
(CCC 2305)

1
4
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22, 23, 24

Diocese of Trenton Elementary Religion Curriculum Guidelines, K–8
correlated with Sadlier’s We Believe with Project Disciple, K-8
incorporating The Roman Missal, Third Edition


Grade Four
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text
Children being catechized in Grade Four will be able to:

Knowledge of the Faith
Demonstrate that Revelation is God making Himself and
His loving plan of salvation known to us; it is called
Divine Revelation because it comes to us from God.
(CCC 50–53)
Recognize that God‘s revelation was gradual and took
Centuries to unfold beginning with the creation of the world
And ending with the death of the last apostle
Explain that the way in which God made Himself and His
Plan of salvation known was by words and deeds passed
On to us through Sacred Scripture and Tradition
(teachings and truths which the Church passes on to us)
(CCC 74–75, 80)
Demonstrate that God continued to abide with mankind
Even after the fall of man; He did this by establishing
Covenants between Himself and mankind, first with
Noah, then with Abraham, and the most significantly with
Moses, through whom Divine Law was given to his
Chosen people in the form of the Ten Commandments, as
The focal points of that Covenant (CCC 54–60)
Identify the Ten Commandments that guide our life
And learn their meaning (CCC 2056–57, pg. 496–97 in CCC)
List the commandments as they appear in the Old Testament
And give a traditional catechetical formula
Recognize that God continued to reveal Himself through
The prophets who made known the coming of a Messiah
Who would bring the salvation for mankind (CCC 62–64)
Explain that the fullness of God‘s revelation came in the person of
Jesus Christ, God‘s Son, all that God wished to reveal was
Made known in Christ (CCC 65)
Identify the two great Commandments given to us by Jesus
(Mark 12:29–31, Matthew 22:34–40, Luke 10:25–28) (CCC 2055, 2196)
Articulate that Jesus‘ new Law of Love tells us we must
Love God above all things and love others of
Diverse races, ages, cultures, and abilities (CCC 1931–38)

1

1, 2

1, 2

1

8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16,
17, 18, 19, 22, 23

8

1
8

8, 24, 25, 26
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Identify the Works of Mercy that show us how to care for all
people and to have a special love for the poor and disadvantaged
(CCC 2447–48)
Identify the Beatitudes given to us by Jesus as Christians
Ways of living (Matthew 5:3–12, Luke 6:20–22) (CCC 1716–17)
Explain that the four Gospels occupy a central place in the
Scriptures, because Jesus Christ is their center (CCC 139)
Explain that the whole of Christ‘s life continually teaches us:
His birth, hidden years, public life, the mysteries of His death,
Resurrection, ascension, His prayer, his love of people
(CCC see 521 especially the quote of St. John Eudes and also 561)
Articulate that Jesus is our model of holiness, ―take my
Yoke upon you, and learn from me.‖ (Matthew 11:29)
―I am the way, the truth, and the life.‖ (John 14:6) (CCC 459, 460)
Articulate that Mary is truly the Mother of God and devotion to her (Rosary
is part of the Church‘s Tradition
Articulate that the Communion of Saints (cf. Apostles‘ Creed), those
Disciples on earth, those in heaven and the dead being purified are
All part of the Church and united to Christ (CCC 954–59)
Explain that those who life faithful lives die in God‘s grace and
Friendship and are born into eternity and see God face-to-face in Heaven
(CCC 1023)
Explain that Hell means being separated from God forever (CCC 1033, 1035–37)
Explain that in Purgatory one is purified and made holy for life with
God in heaven (CCC 1030–31)

11, 15, 18
2
1, 2, 3

1, 2, 24, 25, 26

24
26

26

1, 2, 3, 4, 5
1, 2, 3, 4, 5
1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Liturgical Formation
Explain that the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Jesus is called
he Eucharist (CCC 1328)
Demonstrate that at the Last Supper Jesus gave us Himself in the Eucharist.
This was the first mass. Every mass is a re-presentation of Jesus‘ sacrifice
to the Father. (CCC 1339)
Explain that at the consecration of the Eucharistic Prayer the bread and wine
become the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ. (CCC 1352–53)
Recognize that the Mass is a gathering of the faithful to celebrate the
Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist (CCC 1346, 1348–55)
Explain that the Church professes that the Eucharist is:
Thanksgiving and praise to the Father
The sacrificial memorial of Christ and his body
The presence of Christ by the power of His Word and Spirit (CCC 1357–58)
Explain that the Church teaches that the bread and wine
by the power of the Holy Spirit and by the words of the
priest become truly the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ who is really and
mysteriously made present (CCC 1357–58)
Demonstrate a knowledge of the parts of the Mass: Introductory Rites, Liturgy
of the Word, Offertory, Liturgy of the Eucharist, and Concluding Rite
(CCC 1345–55) Review the responses of the New Roman Missal
Recognize that the Mass has a central place in the life of the Church and that
weekly attendance and participation at Mass is an obligation for all Catholics
1
6
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11, 12, 21

11, 12, 21
11, 12, 21
11, 12, 21

11,12, 21

11, 12, 21
11, 12

11, 12

Explain, in general, the Liturgical year of the Church, knowing the seasons of
Advent, Christmas, Lent, the Triduum, Easter season, and Ordinary Time
Reflect, throughout the year on the Sunday readings and tour the Church to gain
an understanding of the vestments that the priest and deacon wear, the Book of
the Gospels, the new Roman Missal, and the sacred vessels (CCC 1346–47)
Full participation at mass by e.g. attention to singing, responses, readings, signing
At the Gospel, attention to the Eucharistic Prayer, saying the Our Father,
Joining in the Sign of Peace (CCC 2179)
Demonstrate how to receive Holy Communion reverently during Mass
(CCC 1355)
Participate in celebrations that honor the religious and cultural heritage
Of the parish such as customs for saints‘ days, special blessings for
Holidays and Holy Days (CCC 1204)

‗The Lives of the Saints‘ @ www.WeBelieveWeb.com
Feasts of Mary and Some Feasts of Saints are listed in the curriculum pg. 55
as examples
Explain that God, through the Church calls us to regular reception of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation (CCC 1457–58)
Demonstrate the ability to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation and
Seek forgiveness
Explain that the Church celebrates various forms of reconciliation through its
Prayer and liturgy (CCC 1434–39, 1443–44, 1480–84)

6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27

11, 12, 24

11, 12, 24
11, 12

11, 25 See ‗Saint Stories‘ &
‗Blessed Are They‘ throughout
the text and

3, 4, 5
3, 4, 5
3, 4, 5

Moral Formation
Explain that life begins at conception and follows a life cycle from conception and
birth until natural death (CCC 1007, 2270)
Explain that human life is sacred because it is a gift from God and all should
Have what they need for quality of life (CCC 1926)
Explain that God created humans with bodies and souls (CCC 362, 364)
Recognize that human life begins with the joining of cells from the mother
And the father (CCC 2364–67)
Explain that feelings are neither good nor bad, but the actions brought forth
From the feelings are morally good or bad (CCC 1767, 1773)
Demonstrate that the practice of virtues helps us to pursue what is good and
Choose to do good in concrete actions (CCC 1803)
Explain that all human virtues s are grouped around four cardinal virtues of
prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance; these virtues help us to practice
good deeds with God‘s help (CCC 1805–10)
Demonstrate that chastity and modesty flow from temperance (CCC 2337, 2521–22)
Explain that modesty, a virtue, shows respect for our own bodies
And the bodies of others (CCC 2524)
Articulate that in the sacrament of marriage and with God‘s help, husbands and
wives are faithful to each other (CCC 1601)
Describe the love, respect, and obedience children should show in the family and
Recognize the family as a place to learn forgiveness (CCC 1657, 2214–20, 2227)
Explain that sin and evil are present in our world as a result of original sin and its
Consequences (CCC 385–87, 396–410, 1739, 1849, 1850)

16
16
16
16
16
26

26
17, 26
17

17
17
3
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Demonstrate that conscience is a voice within our hearts where God
Has inscribed His law calling us to love and to choose to do what is
Good and avoid evil (CCC 1776)
Identify that through mortal sin: charity is destroyed by a grave violation of
God‘s law; we lose sanctifying grace; and we are not longer in full
Union with the Church but remain children of God and members of the
Church; the Sacrament of Reconciliation is for all sinful members of the
Church, especially those who have fallen into grave sin
(CCC 1855–59, 1861, 1446)
Articulate that venial sin is a less serious offense but one that weakens
Our relationship with self, God, and others (CCC 1855, 1862–63)
Demonstrate the difference between situations of accident or carelessness
And deliberate moral choice, direct, or indirect (CCC 387, 1860)
Explain that the Church has six regulations or precepts that help us in
Our Christian life
The Ten Commandments

4

3, 4, 5, 8
3, 4, 5, 8
3, 4, 5, 8
25
9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16,
17, 18, 19, 22, 23

Teaching to Pray
Explain that prayer is a gift from God, a relationship with God and
That the life of prayer is the habit of being in God‘s presence and in
Communion with Him (CCC 2559, 2564–65)
Explain in an age-appropriate manner that there are different forms of prayer:
adoration, supplication, thanksgiving, and praise (CCC 2628–2639)
Explain that the Our Father has a special place in the prayers of the Church
and especially in the Eucharistic Liturgy of the Mass and be able to
locate this prayer in the New Testament (Luke 11:2–4) (Matthew 6:9–13)
(CCC 2773–76)
Articulate that there are other prayers in the Bible e.g.
The Lord is My Shepherd Psalm 23:1–6
Shout joyfully to God Psalm 66
The Canticle of Mary Luke 1:46–55
Prayer of Simeon Luke 2:29–32
See ‗We Gather In Prayer‘ at the beginning of each core chapter and
‗We Respond in Prayer‘ at the end of each Liturgical Year chapter
Articulate that when we pray we may use the prayers of the Church,
Prayers from the Bible, prayers that the saints wrote or we may pray in
Our own words using the words that are in our heart
(Galatians, 4:6) (CCC 2656–58, NDC 111–13)
24, See ‗Saint Stories‘ & ‗Blessed Are They‘ throughout the text
Explain that Mary, in her prayer, is an example to us as she
Offers her whole being in faith especially in her fiat (her
Acceptance of God‘s design for salvation through the message
Of the angel at the Annunciation) and her Magnificat (CCC 2617–22)
Recognize that prayer may be said at anytime and any place but special places for
may be said at anytime and any place but special places for prayers are the
home, church, and in class where we learn about God the Father, His Son,
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.
1
8
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24, 26
24, 26

11, 12

26

10, 24

Learn and memorize the ‗basic‖ prayer that the Church teaches: Sign of the Cross,
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Act of Contrition, Apostle‘s Creed,
Stations of the Cross, Rosary, Morning Prayer, Prayers at Bedtime

24, 245

Education for Community Life
Demonstrate that Jesus teaches us to love God and love our neighbor, John 13:34–35
Demonstrate that Jesus encouraged community prayer, Matthew 18:19; thus we
Gather as a community to celebrate the Eucharist and pray together at other
times (CCC 1102, 1166, 2179, 2745)
Describe how with others in our family, parish, and school, we practice the
Charity of the Lord in good works and love for all, especially the poor
(CCC 2179)
Articulate that Jesus calls all of us to mutual forgiveness (Matthew 18:22)
and forgiveness begins in the family (CCC 1657, 2227)
Explain that when other children are doing something wrong or
Harmful to themselves or others we should tell them to stop and tell
Parents/teachers (CCC 1829)
Recognize that sacraments of service: Holy Orders and
Matrimony are vocations of love in which God calls us to be
Faithful and life-giving (CCC 1534)
Demonstrate that Jesus found the Catholic Church that we
Might all be one and at the same time understand that not
Everyone is a Catholic and that some of our relative, friends,
And neighbors may worship in other Christ denominations that
Believe in Jesus Christ (CCC 816, 818)
Articulate that the Church asks all her members to pray for Christian unity and
Work to foster this unity which Christ wills for the Church (CCC 820)
Demonstrate that God has entrusted to human beings responsibility for the
World and all its creatures (CCC 373)

5, 23, 26

11,12, 24

8, 24, 25
3, 4, 5, 8

3, 4, 5, 8

17, 25

25, 26
25, 26
25

Missionary Initiation
Articulate that our love for the Word of God and Holy Communion strengthens us to
Share our Catholic faith with others; powerful examples are great Catholic
missionary saints e.g. St. Patrick, St. Francis Xavier (CCC 849, 851)
Explain something of the missionary work and zeal of St. Peter and St. Paul
(cf. Acts of the Apostles Peter: Acts 3:11–36 and 10:34–49; Acts of the
Apostles Paul: Conversion 9:1–30 and selected excerpts from
Chapters 16, 17, 18
Articulate that every Catholic is called to have a missionary spirit
That radiates the power of Christ within us, doing as he told us
―Go, Baptize, Teach‖, our own Catholic faith is strengthened when it
Is given to others (Redemptoris Missio 2, John Paul II, 1990)
Therefore, the work of sharing faith, evangelizing, proclaiming the
Good News, saving souls, addressing world hunger, working for peace
And human rights, defending the sacredness of life, and caring for the
Environment are all part of the missionary calling
Explain that, by reason of their Baptism, the laity have a
Special place in the Church and are called to spread the Good
News by their words and actions wherever they may be (CCC 897)

2, 3, 8, 25, 26

4, 5, 24, 25, 26

16, 18

25, 26
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Articulate that we grow in holiness and spread our faith through our
dedicated everyday work which includes study, and we understand
the dignity of human work made holy by the life of Jesus as a carpenter
And teacher (Bishop Saltarelli‘s 2001 Pastoral Letter Holiness in the
World of Work and Lumen Gentium 41)
Demonstrate that the Church is in need of vocations to the priesthood
And to different forms of consecration to God in religious and
Apostolic life and we need to pray for vocations (CCC 1583)
Articulate that many people in the parish assist the priest at the
Celebration of the Eucharist as altar servers, readers, cantors,
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, ushers, and
These children may assist at the Eucharist as servers and in the
future in others roles (CCC 897, 903)
Recognize the awareness of the need for peace, defined as ―the tranquility
Of order…the work of justice and the effect of ―charity‖ (CCC 2304)
Demonstrate in an age-appropriate way world hunger, world peace,
Human rights, sacredness of life, and the need to care for the environment
(CCC 1716, 1807)
Demonstrate that we call Jesus, Prince of Peace and Jesus‘ words
―Blessed are the Peacemakers,‖ (Matthew 5:9), call us to foster
Peace and pray for peace in the world and in the various situations
Of our lives (CCC 2305)
Realize and understand that those in the Jewish faith were the first to hear
God‘s word and are our older brothers and sisters in faith since we share
the Old Testament (CCC 63)

2
0
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24

23, 25

11, 12, 24, 25, 26
2, 3, 5, 16, 18

2, 3, 15, 16, 18

25, 26

1, 9, 21

Diocese of Trenton Elementary Religion Curriculum Guidelines, K–8
correlated with Sadlier’s We Believe with Project Disciple, K-8
incorporating The Roman Missal, Third Edition


Grade Five
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text
Children being catechized in fifth grade will:

Knowledge of the Faith
Know that Revelation is God making himself and his loving plan
of salvation known to us (CCC 50–53)
1
Articulate that God‘s revelation took centuries to unfold beginning
with the creation of the world and ending with the death of the last
Apostle during this period of time, God gradually communicated
himself to us by words and deeds (CCC 53, 76)
1
Demonstrate that God‘s Revelation comes to us by both Scripture (the sacred
writings of the Old and New Testament) and Tradition (those teachings and
truths passed down to us from Christ taught and revealed to his Apostles);
this type of Revelation is known as Divine Revelation as it comes from God
(CCC 74–76)
1, 2, 25
Demonstrate that God continued to abide with mankind and even after the Fall
of Adam, he did this by establishing covenants between Himself and mankind;
first with Noah and then with Abraham and then with Moses through whom
Divine Law was given to his Chosen People in the form of the Ten Commandments
as the focal point of that covenant (CCC 54–58)
1, 2
Articulate that God continued to reveal Himself through the Prophets who made known
The coming of a Messiah who would bring the salvation for mankind (CCC 62–64) 1, 2
Recognize that the fullness of God‘s revelation came in the person of Jesus Christ,
God‘s Son, all that God wished to reveal was made known in Christ
1, 2
Explain that Jesus, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, is God the Father‘s
gift and sign of his love for the world (CCC 520, 1693)
1, 2
Demonstrate that Jesus always did what was pleasing to the Father and presents
Himself as our model of holiness (CCC 520, 1693)
1, 2
Explain that the whole of Christ‘s life continually teaches us: His birth, hidden years,
Public life, the mysteries of His death, resurrection, ascension, his prayer,
His love of people (CCC see 521 especially the quote of St. John Eudes and also 561 1, 2
Recognize that God gives us the gift of grace which is a participation in
The life of God (CCC 1996–1997)
1, 2
Explain that Christ established and sustains here on earth his holy Church, the
community of faith, hope, and charity, through which he communicates truth
and grace to all humankind through this Holy Spirit (CCC 771)
8
Articulate that the liturgical life of the Church revolves around seven sacraments
all instituted by Christ; these sacraments; give grace through the work of the
Holy Spirit and are Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Reconciliation, Anointing
of the Sick, Holy Orders, and Matrimony (CCC 774, 1113–1116, 1131)
3, 4
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Explain that the sacraments are efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and
Entrusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us. (CCC 1131)
3, 4
Demonstrate that in celebrating the sacraments, the Church uses word and symbol
Taking us ―from the visible to the invisible from the sign to the thing signified,
from the sacrament to the mysteries.‖ (CCC 1075)
3,4
Explain that Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist are sacraments of initiation
and join us to Christ and His Church (CCC 1212, 1322, 1533)
5, 8, 9, 10, 11
Know that Baptism, through water, word, and the Holy Spirit, frees us from sin,
and we are reborn as sons and daughters of God (CCC 1213)
4, 5
Demonstrate that Confirmation is the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit increases
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to
spread and defend the faith by word and action as true witnesses of Christ
9
Recognize that the Eucharist is the principal sacrament, which contains Christ
10, 11
Christ himself is present in the Assembly, the Priest, the Word, and in a unique way,
In the Eucharistic species (CCC 1324, 1396, 1407)
Articulate that in the Sacrament of Reconciliation we receive God‘s forgiveness,
and absolution of our sins and a reunion between us and God and the Church
(CCC 1422–1424, 1449, 1462)
15, 16, 17
Explain that the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick brings the healing power
and forgiveness of Christ to the seriously ill or elderly (CCC 1499, 1514)
17, 18
Know that the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick brings the healing power
and forgiveness of Christ to the seriously ill or elderly
17, 18
Demonstrate that the sacrament of Matrimony is a vocation to which many are called,
a celebration of life-long love and commitment between one man and one woman
and is directed toward the salvation of others. (CCC 1534, 1601, 1604, 1643, 1660)
24
Recognize that the Sacrament of Matrimony has, at its core, faithful married loved
open to New life and that marital intimacy is a special act of love intended for
husbands and wives (CCC 2335)
24
Recognize that the sacrament of Holy Orders is a permanent sign of Christ‘s presence,
a primary means of the sacramental presence of Christ and directed toward the
salvation of others; specifically, ―Holy Orders is the sacrament through which the
Mission entrusted by Christ to his apostles, continues to be exercised in the Church
until the end of time; thus it is the sacrament of apostolic ministry.‖ Holy Orders
has three levels: Bishop, Priest, and Deacon.
(CCC 1534, 1536, 1548–1549, 1582–1583)
25
Demonstrate that all of us are a priestly people and the people of God; ―All the
faithful share in the Priesthood of Christ; this participation is called the
common priesthood of the faithful; it is different than the ministerial
priesthood (CCC 783–785, 880, 1554, 1591)
23
Demonstrate that Mary, Mother of God, is given special honor in the Church,
was preserved from sin by the Holy Spirit, is a model of holiness and a
witness of faith (CCC 165, 273, 411, 2030)
19
Articulate that the Communion of Saints, those disciples on earth, those in heaven
and the dead being purified are all part of the Church and united in Christ
(CCC 954–959)
22
Recognize that those who live faithful lives and who die in God‘s grace and
friendship and are purified live forever with Christ in Heaven; they see God
face to face (CCC 1023)
22
Demonstrate that Hell means being separated from God forever
(CCC 1033, 1035–1037)
18
2
2

www.WeBelieveWeb.com

Demonstrate that Purgatory means the continuing journey after death of moving
toward complete union with God forever

18

Liturgical Education
Reflect throughout this year on a selection of the prayers from the Rites of Baptism And
of Confirmation (cf. The Rites of the Catholic Church, Volume 1, p. 359 and p. 469)
5, 8
Demonstrate the ability to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation and seek
forgiveness (CCC 1484)
15, 16, 17
Explain that the Church professes that the Eucharist is:
Thanksgiving and praise to the Father
The sacrificial memorial of Christ and his body
The re-presentation of Christ‘s suffering, death, and resurrection
The presence of Christ by the power of His word and of His Spirit (CCC 1357–1358)
10, 11, 12
Articluate that Jesus is truly present under the appearance of bread and wine; once
the Consecration occurs, through the transubstantiation, the bread and win are no
more; only their appearance remain; what is present is Jesus Christ, Body and
Blood, Soul and Divinity
10, 11
Explain that at the Last Supper, Jesus gave himself in the Eucharist
10, 11, 21
Recognize that at Mass the Christian community gathers to celebrate the Liturgy
of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist
10, 11
Know that our Church teaches that the bread and wine, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, and by the words of the priest, becomes the Body and blood of Christ
who is really and mysteriously made present
10, 11
Reflect throughout this year on the Sunday readings and the prayers of the
Liturgy of the Eucharist, also, tour of the Church to gain an understanding of
Vestments, sacred vessels, Book of the Gospels, Roman Missal, etc.
(CCC 1346–1347)
6
Participate at Mass by e.g. attention to singing, responses, readings, signing at the Gospel,
Listening prayerfully to the Eucharistic prayer, saying the Our Father, joining in the
sign of Peace (CCC 2179). Review the responses of the New Roman Missal
10, 11
Demonstrate the ability to receive Holy Communion reverently during Mass (CCC 1355)
10, 11
Explain that sacramentals are a blessing, an action, or an object that remind us of
Christ‘s presence and love e.g. holy water, lighted candle, incense, blessing of throats,
Blessed ashes and palm, rosary, stations of the cross, and they dispose us to God‘s saving
Action in the sacraments (CCC 1667, 1670–1672)
12
Explain in general the liturgical year (CCC 1163-1171) and the colors used
Throughout the liturgical year: white, red, green, violent, or purple, and rose.
Sometimes gold is used. Black is also permitted. Indicate the difference between
Priestly and diaconal vesture. (alb, cincture, stoles, chasuble, and dalmatic)
6, 25
Demonstrate the importance of the seasons of Advent and Christmas to
Our faith and worship (CCC 524, 525, 526)
13, 14
Demonstrate the importance of the season of Lent, the Easter Triduum, and the
Easter season to our faith and worship (CCC 540, 571–572, 1438, 1329)
20, 21
Explain that in Ordinary Time we learn the life of Jesus and how we may
Follow him. (CCC 1100–1101)
7
Participate in celebrations that honor the religious and cultural
Heritage of the parish such as customs for saints‘ days, special
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Blessings for holidays and holydays (CCC 1204)
Identify Feasts of Mary and Lives of the Saints as listed
Recognize through the liturgical year, November 1, All Saints and
November 2, All Souls Day and that the Communion of Saints includes
The disciples on earth, those in Heaven, and those in Purgatory. (CCC 958–959)

12
12, 19

4, 6, 7

Moral Formation
Explain that human life is sacred, from its very beginning to its natural end because it
is a gift from God and all should have what they need to live (CCC 1926, 2258) 22, 26
Articulate that life begins at conception and follows a life cycle from conception and
birth until natural death (CCC 2258, 2270)
22, 26
Identify the Ten Commandments that guide our life and learn their meaning
15, 16
(CCC 2056–2057) List the Commandments as they appear in the Old
Testament and give a traditional catechetical formula
Explain that conscience is a voice within our hearts where God has inscribed his law
Calling us to love and to choose to do what is good and avoid evil (CCC 1776) 15, 16
Articulate that the Church assists in forming our conscience in moral matters
15, 16, 22, 26
Through its catechesis and preaching, the basis for this catechesis is the
Ten Commandments which sets our the principles of moral life valid for all
(CCC 2031)
Explain that in ―the liturgy and the celebration of the sacraments, prayer,
And teaching are conjoined with the grace of Christ to enlighten and
Nourish‖ our actions as Catholics (CCC 2031)
3, 4
Recognize that the choices we make for good or evil have consequences for our
life here and hereafter (CCC 1705–1709)
15, 16, 22
Articulate that the practice of virtues helps us to pursue what is good and
Choose to do good in concrete actions (CCC 1803)
22
Demonstrate that the Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love (charity)
are infused into the faith in Baptism by God and make us capable of acting as
God‘s children and being with God forever (CCC 1812–1813)
a thorough explanation of each of these virtues may be found in the
(CCC 1814–1829)
5, 8, 9, 22
Recognize that all human virtues are grouped around the four Cardinal virtues:
prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance; these virtues help us to practice
deeds with God‘s help
22
(CCC 1805–1810)
22, 24
Demonstrate that chastity and modesty flow from temperance and assist
In integrating sexuality (CCC 2337, 2521, 2522)
22, 24
Explain that modesty shows respect for our own bodies and the bodies of others
(CCC 2524)
22, 24
Understand the love, respect, and obedience children should show in the family and
recognize the family as a place to learn forgiveness (CCC 1657, 2214–2220, 2227)
15, 16
The Ten Commandments
15, 16, 17

2
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Teaching to Pray
Explain that prayer is a gift form God, a relationship with God and that the life of
prayer is the habit of being in God‘s presence and in communion with him
(CCC 2559, 2564–2565)
12
Demonstrate in general, different forms of prayer (CCC 2628–2639)
12
Explain the special place that the Our Father has in the prayer of the Church
e.g. the Eucharistic Liturgy, sacraments, locate prayer
10, 11, 12
Demonstrate that there are many prayers of our faith, those of the Church, the Bible,
prayers of the saints, our own words, the psalms as listed
12
Demonstrate that Mary in her prayer is an example to us as she offers her whole being
in faith especially in her acceptance of God‘s design for salvation through the
of the angel Gabriel at the Annunciation and her Magnificat
19
Learn/Review the following prayers of the Church: Sign of the Cross; Our Father;
Hail Mary; Glory Be; Act of Contrition; Apostle‘s Creed; Nicene Creed
Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love; Grace Before and After Meals; Morning and
Night Prayer; Rosary; Stations of the Cross
12

Education for Community Life
Demonstrate that Jesus commands us to love God and love our neighbor
Understand that other Christian denominations share elements of faith with
Catholicism: among them: baptism, devotion to the word of God, the practice
of charity and realize that the Church asks all her members to pray for Christian
unity and work to foster this unity which Christ wills for the Church
(CCC 2697–2699)
Demonstrate that Jesus encouraged community prayer; thus, we gather as
a community celebrate the Eucharist and pray together at other times
(CCC 1102, 1166, 2179, 2745)
Recognize that daily prayer, e.g. before and after meals, before bedtime, before
an trip, prayer at church, with the assembly is a way of life for Christians
Demonstrate how charity is practiced in our family, parish, and school and that
practice of charity benefits the whole Christian community especially the poor
Articulate that Jesus calls us to mutual forgiveness and that forgiveness begins
in the family (CCC 1657, 2227)
Explain that when other children are doing something wrong or harmful to
themselves or others, we should tell them to stop and tell parents/teachers
Explain that self-respect and respect for others is a response to God‘s gift of
creation (CCC 357, 2331)
Understand that God has entrusted to all human beings responsibility for the
world and all its creatures (CCC 373)

1, 2, 15, 16

26

10, 11, 12
12
17, 18, 26
15, 16, 24
15, 16
15, 16, 17
22, 23, 26

Missionary Initiation
Articulate that our love for the Word of God and the Body and Blood of Christ
strengthens us to share our Catholic faith with others; powerful examples are
great Catholic missionary saints e.g. St. Patrick, St. Francis Xavier (CCC 849, 851)
23, 26
Articulate that every Catholic is called to have a missionary spirit that radiates
The power of Christ within us, our own Catholic faith is strengthened when it
Is given to others ―Redemptoris Missio 2,‖ John Paul II,
Understand the importance of supporting the missions through prayer, sacrifice,
and contributions.
23
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Explain that by reason of their baptism the laity have a special place in the Church
And are called to spread the Good news by their words and actions wherever they
may be. (CCC 897)
Articulate that we may grow in holiness and spread our faith through our dedicated
Everyday work which includes study; and we understand the dignity of human work
Made holy by the life of Jesus as a carpenter and teacher. (Bishop Saltarelli‘s 2001
Pastoral Letter Holiness in the World of Work, and Lumen Gentium 41)
Demonstrate that the Holy Spirit in order to foster the Kingdom of God on earth,
calls some to the vocation of priesthood, and to different forms of consecration
to God in religious and apostolic life (CCC 15833, 1974)
Articulate that in the ordained priesthood, a man is called to ministry committed
to the service of God‘s people: priests serve as co-workers with the bishop
in serving the Catholic Community (CCC 1551, 1562, 1578)
Grow in the awareness of the need for peace; define peace as the
―tranquility of order…the work of justice and the effect of charity.‖ (CCC 2304)
Understand, in an age-appropriate way, world hunger, world peace,
Human rights, sacredness of life, and the need to care for the environment
(CCC 1716, 1807)
Demonstrate that earthly peace is the image and fruit of the peace of Christ,
Who is our peace, as He reconciled God and man; Jesus‘ words: ―Blessed are
The Peacemakers: (Matthew 5:9) call all to foster peace in the various situations
Of their lives (CCC 2305)
Articulate that God desires all persons to live in peace and harmony, helping one
another (CCC 1911–1912)
Demonstrate that the Holy Father—the Pope, Bishops, and Priests are leaders
in the Church founded by Christ (CCC 880, 1554, 1591)
Realize that Christianity has roots in Judaism and that both religions share the
belief that the Old Testament is the Word of God (CCC 123, 1096)
Articulate that Jesus asks us to share the Good News of the Gospel and our
Catholic faith with those we meet (for this age sharing would be with
Mainly relatives and friends) (CCC 905)
Articulate that wherever they are, they are followers of Jesus and
Their behavior should show that they are Christians (CCC 2013)

2
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24, 26

1, 2, 22, 23, 26

23, 25

23, 25

26

26
26

23, 25
8, 10, 26

23
23, 26

Diocese of Trenton Elementary Religion Curriculum Guidelines, K–8
correlated with Sadlier’s We Believe with Project Disciple, K-8
incorporating The Roman Missal, Third Edition


Grade Six
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text
Catechesis gives believers knowledge of the content of God‟s self-revelation
which is found in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition and helps them
know and understand the mysteries of the faith we proclaim in the Creed. (NDC 60)

Knowledge of the Faith
Explain that the Scriptures are the divinely inspired Word of God (CCC 105–107)
1
Demonstrate that the teaching office of the Church, the Magesterium—that is the
Pope and Bishops—has the task of authoritatively interpreting the Word of God
contained in Sacred Scripture and transmitted by Sacred Tradition; the Magesterium
is the servant of the Word of God (CCC 85–86, Dei Verbum 10)
1
Describe that the canon of Sacred Scripture includes 46 Books in the Old Testament
and 27 Books of the New Testament (CCC 120)
1
Explain that the Old Testament tells us that God created everything out of nothing and
all God created is good; man, on the other hand can truly create from what God has
given (CCC 296–299)
1, 2
Articulate that the Scriptures reveal that angels, whose existence is a truth of faith, are
spiritual beings who honor and praise God always and sometimes act as God‘s
messengers e.g. Luke 1:26–38, the angel Gabriel announces the coming birth
of John the Baptist and Jesus and Luke 2:8:14, angels announce the birth of Jesus
to the shepherds (See Scripture Reference at the end of Sixth Grade for additional
references of angels as messengers) (CCC 328, 329, 331, 332, 333)
2, 3, 13, 19
Demonstrate that in the Book of Genesis, the inspired account says our first parents
sinned brought disharmony, suffering and death into the world—these were the
result of the breach of our relationship With God; this first sin was the Original
Sin of man and this original sin affects all human beings born into the world;
by this original sin ―man preferred himself to God‖ and tried to ―be like God‖
but without God, Genesis 3:1–24 (CCC 398–402)
34
Explain that the Book of Genesis tells of the call of Abraham by God to leave
―his country, his relatives and his father‘s house.‖ Abram was obedient to
God‘s call and God called him ―Abraham‖ meaning ―the father of a multitude
of nations,‖ Genesis 12:1–9 (CCC 59)
5
Explain that God made a covenant with Abraham i.e. a solemn agreement between
God and Mankind involving mutual commitments or guarantees
Genesis 15:18–21; 17:1–11 (CCC 60, 72, 992, 2571)
5
Explain how God‘s people grew from Abraham‘s son Isaac to Jacob to Joseph and
onward to the presence of the chosen people in Egypt, Genesis 21–46 Exodus 1:1–8
Know that God chose Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, this Exodus event
from slavery to freedom (CCC 62, 130, 1093, 1363)
5, 8
Describe that during the journey to the promised land, God Gave (revealed) to Moses
the Ten Commandments and Moses gave these laws to his people; these Commandments
www.WeBelieveWeb.com
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the cornerstone of the Old Covenant ―but it is in the New Covenant in Jesus Christ
that their full meaning will be revealed‖ (CCC 62, 2056–2057, 2060–2061)
8, 9
Explain that Joshua succeeded Moses and led the people into the promised land
14:6–30 Book of Joshua Describe that the Israelites tried to serve the Lord
in their new land and God gave them judges (Deborah, Gideon, Samson, Samuel)
and eventually gave them kings (notably Saul, David, Solomon) to guide and rule
them, cf. Book of Judges, Book of Kings in Old Testament
10, 11, 12, 15, 16
Demonstrate that God sent prophets such as Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and others to
call chosen people to a faithful way of living especially when they
cf. Old Testament (CCC 64, 72, 218)
17
Explain that through the Old Testament we come to know Jesus as one pre-figured and
foretold (CCC 126, 652, 1964) and that He fulfilled the ―messianic hope of Israel,
in his threefold office of Priest, prophet, and king‖ (CCC 436–440)
18, 19, 22, 23
Recognize that Jesus in one Divine person, with two natures: he is the Divine Son
of God one person and is fully Divine and fully human (two natures) (CCC 481) 23
Articulate that in the writing of the New Testament the central focus is Jesus Christ,
God‘s incarnate Son: his acts, teachings, Passion and glorification, and the Catholic
Church‘s beginnings under the Spirit‘s guidance (CCC 124)
22, 23, 24
Articulate that the mission of Christ and the Holy Spirit is brought to completion in the
Church, which is the body of Christ, the Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, continues
Christ‘s saving work, especially through the Sacraments (CCC 737-738) examine that
through Baptism, our lives in Christ are a participation in the death and resurrection of
Christ; this should be reflected in the way each Christian lives his/her life (CCC 1002)
25, 26
Explain that the stages of Christ‘s life and his mysteries continually teaches us: his birth,
hidden years, public life, the mysteries of his death, resurrection, ascension, his prayer,
and his love of people (CCC see 521, especially the quote of St. John Eudes and also 561)
19, 22, 23, 24, 25
Demonstrate that those who live faithful lives die in God‘s grace and friendship and are
born into the Kingdom of Heaven and see God, as He is, face to face (CCC 1023)
Articulate the existence of Hell, to which those who die in the state of mortal sin
descend, explain the chief punishment of Hell is being separated from God forever
(CCC 1033, 1035–1037)
26
Demonstrate that in Purgatory, one is purified and made holy for life with God in Heaven
(CCC 1030–1031)
20, 21

Liturgical Formation
Christ is present in the sacraments. The believer comes to know Christ intimately in the liturgical celebrations of
the Church. Christ‟s saving action in the Paschal Mystery is celebrated in the sacraments. This is especially true in
regard to the Eucharist. Catholics experience the closest communion with Jesus on earth that is possible when they
receive his living Body and his Precious Blood in Holy Communion. Catechesis should promote an active,
conscious, and genuine participation in the liturgy of the Church and an understanding of the doctrinal truths of
the Creed which are its foundation. (cf. NDC pg. 60)
Explain the structure, practices, traditions, and celebrations of the liturgical year
6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27
Know the structure, timing, and meaning of the seasons of Advent, and Christmas to
our faith and worship (CCC 524–534)
13, 14
Explain the structure, timing, and meaning of the seasons of Lent, the Triduum, and
Easter season to our faith and worship (CCC 538–542, 571–572, 1329, 1412, 1438)
20, 21, 27
2
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Explain that in Ordinary Time we learn the life of Jesus and how we may follow Him
(CCC 1484,1651)
7
Articulate on a deeper level, the value of the Sacrament of Penance and encourage its
regular reception (CCC 1484, 1651)
20
Demonstrate that the Eucharist is the memorial of Jesus‘ sacrifice, his passion and
death, and by celebrating the Eucharist we obey his command on the eve of his
passion ―Do this in remembrance of me.‖ (CCC 1356)
21
Explain that the Catholic Church professes that the Eucharist is: Thanksgiving and
praise to the Father; the sacrificial memorial of Christ‘s suffering, death, and
resurrection; the presence of Christ by the power of his word; and of his Spirit
(CCC 1357–1358)
25
Explain the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ is called the Eucharist
(CCC 1328)
25
Demonstrate that at the Last Supper, Jesus gave us himself in the Eucharist
(CCC 1339)
25
Explain that at the consecration of the Eucharistic Prayer, the bread and wine
become the Body and Blood of Jesus (CCC 1352–1353)
25
Articulate that the Mass, the celebration of the Eucharist, is a gathering of the
faithful to celebrate the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist
(CCC 1346, 1348–1355) Explain that by celebrating the Eucharist, we obey Jesus‘
command on the eve of his Passion ―Do This in remembrance of me‖ (CCC 1356)
Recall that our Church teaches that the bread and wine, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, and by the words of the Priest become Body and Blood of Christ who is
really and mysteriously made present (CCC 1357–1358)
25
Participate at Mass by attention to singing, responses, readings, signing of the
gospel, listening prayerfully to the Eucharistic prayer, saying the Our Father,
joining in the kiss of peace (CCC 2179, 2182) Review the responses of the
New Roman Missal.
25
Demonstrate the ability to receive Holy Communion reverently during Mass
(CCC 1355)
25
Reflect, throughout the year, on the Sunday readings and the prayers of Liturgy
of the Eucharist, also, tour the church to gain an understanding of vestments,
sacred vessels, Book of the Gospels, Roman Missal (CCC 1346–1347)
25
Demonstrate through the liturgical year the Communion of Saints
6, 7
Participate in celebrations that honor the religious and cultural heritage of the
parish members such as customs for saint days and special blessings for
holy days (CCC 1204)
26
Explain the meaning of some saints‘ feasts of Mary, the Mother of God, as they
occur in the liturgical year
6, 245 10 TM

Moral Formation
Catechesis must transmit the content of Christ„s moral teachings and conform the believe to Christ through
personal transformation and conversion. It should encourage the faithful to give witness to Christ and His
Church‟s teaching in everyday life. As Catholics, we are called to carry the values of the Gospel and the teaching
of our Church into the public square. (NDC, pg. 61)
Explain the Ten Commandments, given to Moses by God for his chosen people,
and their meaning in our life today (CCC 2056–2057)
8, 9
Recall Jesus‘ teachings from the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew Chapters 5, 6, 7) 22, 23
Articulate that human life is sacred, from its very beginning to its natural end, because
it is a gift from God and all should have what they need to live (CCC 1926)
25, 26
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Demonstrate that self respect and respect of others is a response to God‘s gift of
creation and the dignity of the human person (CCC 357, 2331)
1, 2, 25, 26
Recognize that the Church teaches the right use of God‘s gift of sexuality
1, 2, 25, 26
Recall that the sacrament of marriage has at its core faithful married love open to
new life and that sexual intercourse is a special act of love intended for husbands
and wives (CCC2335)
25
Reflect that conscience is a voice within our hearts where God has inscribed his law
calling us to love and to choose to do what is good and avoid evil (CCC 1776) 17, 20, 25, 26
Explain that the Church assists in forming our conscience in moral matters through its
catechesis and preaching, the basis for this catechesis is the Ten Commandments
which sets out the principles of moral life valid for all (CCC 2033)
9, 25, 26
Articulate that in ―the liturgy and the celebration of the sacraments, prayer and teaching
are conjoined with the grace of Christ to enlighten and nourish‖ our actions as
Christians (CCC 2031) Recognize that the choices we make for good or evil have
consequences for our life here and hereafter (CCC 1705–1709)
25
Describe that all human virtues are grouped around four cardinal virtues: prudence,
justice, fortitude, and temperance; these virtues help us to practice good deeds
with God‘s help (CCC 2337)
25
Demonstrate that God desires all persons to live in peace and harmony, helping
one another (CCC 1911–1912)
26
Explain the love, respect and obedience children should show in the family and
recognize the family as a place to learn forgiveness (CCC 1657, 2214–2220–2227)
25, 26
The Ten Commandments
9

Teaching to Pray
Conversion to Christ and communion with him lead the faithful to his disposition of prayer and reflection. Jesus‟
entire life, death, and resurrection were an offering to the Father. The Our Father is the prayer that Jesus taught
us to pray and the model of all Christian prayer. The handing on of the Our Father is a summary of the whole
Gospel and a true act of catechesis. The most effective catechesis is permeated by a climate of prayer (NDC pg. 61)
Recall that prayer is the raising of one‘s mind and heart to God or the requesting of
good from God, a relationship with God and that the life of prayer is the habit
of being in God‘s presence and in communion with him (CCC 2559, 2564–2565)
25, 26
Explain that the living and true God tirelessly calls each person to that mysterious
encounter known as prayer and that in prayer the faithful God‘s initiative of love
always comes first, our own first step is always a response (CCC 2567)
25, 26
Explain that Jesus is our model for prayer; He invites us to become his disciples
and follow him through his prayer as he draws us to pray.‖
(CCC 520, 2601–2604, 2616, 2620
25, 26
Reflect that Mary, in her prayer, is an example to us as she offers her whole being in
faith especially in her fiat (her acceptance of God‘s design for salvation through
the message of the angel at the Annunciation) and her Magnificat (CCC 2617–2622)
19
Describe in general the different types of prayer
Prayers & Practices
Articulate that God always calls people to prayer, beginning with our father,
Abraham, prayer is revealed in the Old Testament (CCC 2569)
5
Recall that God called Moses from the burning bush ―to be his messenger, an associate
in his compassion, his work of Salvation‖ in this regard, Moses shows us an
example of intercessory prayer, for he does not pray for himself but for God‘s
3 www.WeBelieveWeb.com
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people; Moses converses with God on the mountain and then comes down and
repeats the words of God to his people for their guidance; this is an example of
intercession (CCC 2575, 2577)
8
Explain that King David of Israel, author of the 150 Psalms of the Old Testament,
was inspired by the Holy Spirit, and is the first prophet of Jewish and Christian
prayer (CCC 2579–2580)
11
Recognize that for the Jewish people, in the time before Christ and in the years
immediately after Christ, the Temple was the place where the Jews were educated
in prayer; pilgrimages, feasts, sacrifices, the prophets encouraged that education
and called the people to continued conversion (CCC 2581)
17
Explain the special place that the Our Father has in the prayer of the Church
22
Demonstrate that when we pray we may use the prayers of the Church, from the
Bible, the saints, or our own words
Prayers & Practices
Learn/review the following prayers; the Church teaches ―The memorization of basic
prayers offers an essential support to the life of prayer but it is important to help
learners savor their meaning.‖ (CCC 2688) Sign of the Cross; Our Father;
Hail Mary; Glory Be; Act of Contrition; Apostles Creed; Nicene Creed;
Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love; Grace Before and After Meals; Morning and
Evening Prayer; Rosary; Stations of the Cross
Prayers & Practices

Education for Community Life
Jesus said to his disciples, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34) this command guides the
disciple‟s life in the Catholic Church and Global community. Catechesis should encourage: An apprenticeship in
Catholic living, a spirit of simplicity and humility, special concern for the poor, care for the alienated and the
immigrant stranger, fraternal correction and love, common prayer and mutual forgiveness. Members of the Body
of Christ receive special graces and gifts to help build up the Church. Ecumenical charity and sensitivity as well as
a zeal for unity among Christians are emphasized (NDC pg. 61–62)
Recall that Jesus asks us to love God and love our neighbor (John 13:34–35)
Explain that when we see wrongdoing, we are called to seek to right the wrong
(young people are assisted by adults in this matter) (CCC 1435, 1829)
Demonstrate that the family home is a place of human enrichment in which one
learns the joy of work, fraternal love, generous, forgiveness, and divine worship
in prayer and the offering of one‘s life (CCC 1657, 2227)
Articulate that the Church of Christ subsists in the Catholic Church and other
Christian denominations share elements of faith with Catholicism, among them:
baptism, devotion to the Word of God, the practice of charity (CCC 818–819)
Recall that we pray with our Church for Christian unity; Christ bestowed unity on
His Church from the beginning, thus the desire to recover the unity of all
Christians is a gift of Christ and a call of the Holy Spirit (CCC 820–822)
Recognize that the life of prayer is necessary for the individual Catholics and the
Church (CCC 2697–2699)
Explain the manner in which charity is practiced in our parish, our family, our
school (CCC 952)
Articulate that the practice of charity benefits the whole Christian community
especially the poor
Explain that self respect and respect of others of all races, creeds, colors, and
national origin is a response to God‘s gift of creation (CCC 2331, 357)
Articulate that many people come to our country from other countries to find
a better life; we are called to assist them in recognition of their human dignity
Col 3:12–13; Gal, 3:28 (CCC 1911, 2241)

22, 23
26

25

26

25, 26
25, 26
25, 26
17, 22, 23
1, 2

1, 2
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Recall that God has entrusted to all human beings responsibility for the earth and
all its creatures, in the role of stewards of God (CCC 373)

1, 2, 26

Missionary Initiation
Catechesis seeks to form disciples of Christ who bear witness to their Catholic faith in society. A missionary spirit
of evangelization is cultivated and nourished by the teaching and attitudes of Jesus Christ. Every means should be
used to encourage vocations to the priesthood and religious life and to awaken special missionary vocations.
Catechesis recognizes that other religious traditions reflect the “seeds of the Word” that can allow for both
“interreligious dialogue” and “evangelization.” (GDC pg. 86)
Young people at this age will be exposed to the following:
Articulate that our love for the Word of God and the Body and Blood of Christ strengthens
us to share our Catholic faith with others; powerful examples are great Catholic
missionary saints e.g. St. Patrick, St, Francis Xavier (CCC 849, 851)
26
Explain that every Catholic is called to have a missionary spirit that radiates the power
of Christ within us; our own Catholic faith is strengthened when it is given to others
(Redemptoris Mission, Pope John Paul II, 1990)
26
Demonstrate that we should support the missions through prayer, sacrifice and
contributions
20, 26
Articulate that we grow in holiness and spread our faith through our dedicated
everyday work made holy by the life of Jesus as a carpenter and teacher
(Bishop Saltarelli‘s 2001 Pastoral Letter Holiness in the World of Work and
Lumen Gentium 41)
26
Articulate that ―Through the ordained ministry, especially that of bishops and priests,
the presence of Christ as head of the Church is made visible in the midst of the
community of believers‖ (CCC 1549)
25, 26
Reflect that the Holy Spirit in order to foster the Kingdom of God on earth, calls
some to the vocation of priesthood and to different forms of consecration to
God in religious and apostolic life (CCC 1583, 1974)
26
Describe that in the ordained priesthood a man is called to a ministry committed to
the service of God‘s people; priests serve as co-workers with the bishop in serving
the Catholic community (CCC 1551, 1562, 1578)
26
Demonstrate that priests act in the person of Christ and in the name of the whole
Church and that priesthood reaches its high point in the celebration of the
Eucharist (CCC 1552–1553)
25
Articulate that by reason of their Baptism, the laity have a special place in the Church
and are called to spread the Good News by their words and actions (CCC 897–900)
25, 26
Explain that there is a common vocation of all Christ‘s disciples, a vocation to holiness
and to the and to the mission of evangelizing the world; this vocation is grounded
in the sacraments of Christian initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist
(CCC 1533)
25
Demonstrate that wherever they may be a child‘s catholic faith is to inform
his/her attitude and behavior (GDC 86; CCC 898–900)
26
Demonstrate an awareness of the need for peace ―The tranquility of order…the work
of justice and the effect of charity‖ (CCC 2304)
26
Explain that peace is the work of justice and love, and calls us to foster world peace,
human rights, sacredness of life, care for the environment and the alleviation
of world hunger (CCC 1716, 1807)
1, 2, 17, 25, 26
3
2
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Indicate a knowledge that earthly peace is the image and fruit of the peace of Christ
who is our peace as he reconciled God and man, Jesus‘ words: ―Blessed are the
Peacemakers‖ Matthew 5:9, call all to foster peace in the various situations of
their lives (CCC 2305)
Recall that Christianity has roots in Judaism and that both religions share the belief
that the Old Testament is the word of God (CCC 123, 1096)
12, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24
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Diocese of Trenton Elementary Religion Curriculum Guidelines, K–8
correlated with Sadlier’s We Believe with Project Disciple, K-8
incorporating The Roman Missal, Third Edition


Grade Seven
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text

Knowledge of the Faith
Catechesis gives believers knowledge of the content of God‟s self-revelation
which is found in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition and helps them know
and understand the Mysteries of the faith we proclaim in the Creed (NDC, p.60)
Youth being catechized in Seventh Grade will understand:
That God created us to know, love and serve him (CCC 1–3)
God makes himself known (CCC 50, 51–67)
God gives us the gift of faith (CCC 153)1
The church gives witness to God‘s presence (CCC 78–79)
Scripture and Tradition reveal the truth (CCC 80–83, 124)
The truth is written in Scripture (CCC 101, 105)
The truth is handed down in Tradition (CCC 84–87)
The Church lives by the truth (CCC 890)
God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; The Blessed Trinity (CCC 252, 257–60)
The mystery of the Blessed Trinity is central to our faith (CCC 232)
God calls us to live our faith through loving relationships
God calls us to share his love with the world
God loves all God has created (CCC 295)
God invites us into a loving relationship with him
God is merciful and gives us laws out of love (CCC 1422, 1955, 238, 700)
Jesus Christ is the greatest sign of God‘s love (CCC 1422, 1955, 238, 700)

The Holy Spirit is always present with the Father and the Son
The Spirit is God, the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Source
of life and love. (CCC 685, 152–153)
The Holy Spirit is active in God‘s plan of salvation
At Baptism, the Spirit comes upon the members of the Church
And bestows strength to follow Christ and to live by His
Commandments. (CCC 243–45, 1108)
The Holy Spirit came to the disciples at Pentecost
Formed the first Christian community, and remains with the Church
Forever. (CCC 726, 731)
The Holy Spirit is always guiding the Church (CCC 738–41)
God reaches out to help humankind (CCC 422–24, 457)
God offers his people the hope of salvation (CCC 430–431)
3
4
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1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4

6

6

6

6
7
7

God promised a Messiah and the promise of a Messiah came to fulfillment
(CCC 436, 599, 701, 711–16)
Jesus is the promised Messiah and fulfills the hopes of Israel (CCC 436–440)
Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior and a human being. (CCC 153)
Jesus is true God and true man, Jesus invites us to friendship with him.
(CCC 464–69, 480–82)

7
8
8
8

Jesus ushers in God‘s kingdom. Jesus accepted His
Mission as messiah at His Baptism and was faithful
To it during His temptation.
9
Jesus teaches us to spread the Kingdom of God
9
Jesus teaches us to pray for God‘s kingdom
9
Jesus offers freedom and life
10
Jesus heals and forgives. Jesus continues to heal the Body and sprit in the sacraments. 10
Jesus calls us to faith. Through faith and virtue, our life
Of grace grows and we become more like Jesus.
10
Jesus shows God‘s power and love.
10
Jesus prepares his disciples for all that is to come
11
Jesus tells his disciples he will always be with them
11
Jesus suffers for the sins of humanity. Jesus‘ suffering led to Eternal life
and glory for him and for us.
11
Jesus fulfills God‘s plan for salvation. Through Jesus, we find The way to the Father. 12
Jesus rose from the dead, ascended to the Father, and is still With us.
12
Christ‘s life and mission continue in the Church.
Jesus calls each of us to be holy in a special vocation (CCC 849–56)
12
The Church is the body of Christ. Jesus leads us to Life in God.
(CCC 787–96, 872, 1123)
12

Liturgical Formation
Christ is present in the sacraments. The believer comes to know Christ intimately in the liturgical celebrations of
the Church. Christ‟s saving action in the Paschal Mystery is celebrated in the sacraments. This is especially true in
regard to the Eucharist. Catholics experience the closest communion with Jesus on earth that is possible when they
receive his living body and his Precious Blood in Holy Communion. Catechesis should promote an active,
conscious, and genuine participation in the liturgy of the Church and an understanding of the doctrinal truths of
the Creed which are its foundation (NDC pg.60)

Youth being catechized in Seventh Grade will:
Demonstrate the various parts of the Mass: Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word,
Preparation of the Altar and Gifts, Eucharistic prayer, Communion, and Dismissal Rite
16, The Mass p. 309
Review the responses of the New Roman Missal
The Mass p. 309
Explain the Nicene Creed, Apostle‘s Creed
16
Indicate a knowledge that the Eucharist is the memorial of Jesus‘ sacrifice, his
passion and death, and by celebrating the Eucharist we obey his command
the eve of his passion ―Do This In Remembrance of Me.‖ (CCC 1356)
16
Articulate that the Church professes that the Eucharist is: Thanksgiving and
praise to the Father, the sacrificial memorial of Christ and his Body, the
representation of Christ‘s suffering , death and resurrection, the presence
of Christ by the power of his Word and of his Spirit (CCC 1357, 1358)
16
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Explain the liturgical year
Assist in planning of liturgical celebrations
Articulate the importance of Sunday Mass in the Church
Explain that Advent is a time of waiting and anticipation and a time
of prayer and reflection
At Christmas we celebrate the wonder of the Incarnation
At Christmas, we celebrate the wonder of God‘s love
Lent is a season of reconciliation marked by prayer, fasting, and
Almsgiving. It is also a time of change, grace, and renewal.
The Triduum recalls the turning point in the history of our salvation
The Triduum leads us to the celebration of Christ‘s resurrection
At Easter, we celebrate our new life in the risen Christ who shares his peace with us
On the solemnity of the Ascension we remember that Jesus Christ is with us
always. In celebrating the Ascension, we celebrate God‘s everlasting and
glory. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles in the
form of tongues of fire

Seasons & Celebrations p. 273
16
S & C p. 277
S & C p. 281
S & C p. 281
S & C p. 285
S & C p. 289
S & C p. 289
S & C p. 293

S & C p. 297

Celebrate the season of Ordinary Time which gives us a strong foundation in Scripture
S & C p. 301
Demonstrate through the liturgical year that the Communion of Saints includes
the disciples on earth, those in heaven, and the dead being purified (CCC 958–959)
23
Participate in celebrations that honor the religious and cultural heritage of the parish,
such as customs for saints days, special blessings, anniversaries, and celebrations
for holydays (CCC 1204)
23

The Sacraments
Through the sacraments we share in God‟s life and love. The grace of the sacraments enables us to respond to
God‟s love. As the Church, we are untied in Christ and celebrate the Paschal Mystery. The sacraments sanctify us
and build up the Body of Christ.

Youth being catechized in Seventh Grade will:
Recognize in Baptism we receive new life in Christ. We are washed and anointed. Original sin, personal sin, and
temporal punishment due to sin are removed by the water of Baptism.
At Baptism, we are welcomed into the Church. We celebrate the Sacrament
of Baptism. (CCC 1213–16, 1234–35)
14
The Sacrament of Confirmation completes Baptism. We are sealed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation. (CCC 1285, 1302–5)
15
Explain the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We are nourished by the body and blood of Christ. Jesus gives his disciples
a new covenant. We are one with Jesus Christ as we celebrate the Eucharist
(CCC 1378–79)
Through the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, Jesus comforts all
who are in need. Celebrate the Rite of Reconciliation (CCC 1442–45)
Participates in the Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist with regularity
We celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and God‘s healing
of both our bodies and souls

3
6
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15

16
17
16, 17
17

Matrimony is a Sacrament at the Service of Communion
In Matrimony, couples receive the grace for lifelong love and service.
(CCC 1534, 1638)
18
Jesus called the Apostles to continue his work. Those called to Holy are consecrated
to the service of others (CCC 1536)
18, 19

Moral Formation
Catechesis must transmit the content of Christ‟s moral teachings and conform the believer to Christ through
personal transformation and conversion. It should encourage the faithful to give witness to Christ and His
Church‟s teaching in everyday life. As Catholics, we are called to carry the values of the Gospel and the teaching
of our Church into the public square. (NDC pg. 61)
Youth being catechized in Seventh Grade will:
Explain the Ten Commandments (CCC 2083–2547)
1, 4
Identify the two Great Commandments (CCC 2052)
4
Demonstrate that the Beatitudes are a guide to the values of God‘s kingdom and
the way that leads to the building of the kingdom and eternal life (CCC1716)
4, 5
Demonstrate that ―conscience is the most basic awareness that some things are right
and some things are wrong and we need to know the difference and act accordingly.
It is our most secret core where we are alone with God whose voice echoes within
us. We cannot ignore it. In fact, when we listen to our conscience, we hear God
speaking. (CCC 1176, 1777)
17
Demonstrate that by conscience, in a wonderful way, the law is made known which is
fulfilled in the love of God, and one‘s neighbor. Through loyalty to conscience,
Christians are joined to other persons in the search for truth and for the right solution
to so many moral problems which arise both in the life of individuals and from social
relationships. Hence, the more correct conscience prevails, the more do persons and
groups turn aside from blind choice and try to be guided by the objective standards
of moral conflict. (Church in the Modern World, #16)
17
Explain the Precepts of the Faith
20, Prayers & Practices
Articulate that human life is sacred, from its very beginning to its natural end; that it
is a gift from God and that all should have what they need for quality of life
(CCC, 1926, 2258)
4
Demonstrate the relationships which exists between sexual and moral development
Correlation to CL
Articulates that a follower of Jesus regards sex as a sacred gift to express deep,
Life-giving love within marriage
18
Demonstrate that sexual attraction is God‘s plan to continue life (CCC 2333)
18
Explain that abstinence is the only appropriate sexual choice outside of marriage (CCC 2349) 18
Demonstrate that adolescence is a crucial time in life and part of the process of becoming
a mature sexual person (CCC 1704)
See Vol. II: 5
Demonstrate that the Holy Spirit gifts us with virtues that enable us to make good choices
in our relationship with others and lead a holy life (CCC 1697)
20
Demonstrate that the practice of virtues helps us to pursue what is good and choose to
do good in concrete actions (CCC 1803)
20
Explain that all human virtues are grouped around four cardinal virtues: prudence,
justice, fortitude, temperance; these virtues help us to practice good deeds with God‘s
help (CCC 1805,1810)
20
Demonstrate that chastity and modesty flow from temperance and assist in integrating
sexuality (CCC 2337, 2521-2522)
20
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Explain that modesty is a virtue. It is respect for our own bodies and the bodies
of others. (CCC 2524)
20
Demonstrate that ―The virtue of temperance disposes us to avoid every kind of excess:
food, alcohol, tobacco, or drugs‖ (CCC 2290)
20
Recognize the injustices caused by racism, ageism, Anti-Semitism, consumerism,
and sexism
22
Develop peacemaking skills within family, school, and community
22
Recognize prayer, fasting, and almsgiving as recommended practices
24

Review the Ten Commandments

17

Teaching to Pray
Conversion to Christ and communion with Him will lead the faithful to his disposition of prayer and reflection.
Jesus‟ entire life, death, and resurrection were an offering to the Father. The Our Father is the prayer that Jesus
taught us to pray and the model of Christian prayer. The handing on of the Our Father is a summary of the whole
Gospel and a true act of catechesis. The most effective catechesis is permeated by a climate of prayer (NDC, pg. 61)
Throughout humanity‟s history, from creation to our present day, God has continued to reveal himself to us and
call us to “that mysterious encounter known as prayer.” In prayer, God‟s initiative of love always comes first; our
own first step is always a response. As God gradually reveals himself and reveals man to himself, prayer appears
as a reciprocal call. (CCC 2567)
Youth being catechized in Seventh Grade will:
Explain that prayer is the raising of our hearts and minds to God
24
We can pray in the silence of our hearts or we can pray aloud
24
Demonstrate that they mystery of faith professed in the creed, liturgy, and conformity
to Christ in the Holy Spirit requires that the faithful lives in a personal relationship
with the living and true God; this relationship is called prayer
24
Articulate that God calls each person to this mysterious encounter called prayer
(CCC 2591)
24
Learn that Mary, in her prayer is an example to us as she offers her whole being in
faith especially in her fiat, her acceptance of God‘s design for salvation through
the message of the angel at the Annunciation and her Magnificat
23
Describe different forms of prayer: blessing, petition, intercession, thanksgiving,
and Praise, (CCC 2644–2649) silent, centering, and guided prayer, prayer,
journaling, praying with movement, gesture, and dance, praying with song,
and spontaneous prayer
24
Demonstrate the special place that the Our Father has in the prayers of Church such
as the Eucharistic Liturgy, other sacraments, and in the New Testament
24
Explain that when we pray we may use the prayers of the Church, prayers from
the Bible, prayers that the saints wrote or we may pray in our own words using
the words that are in hearts
24
Learn, review, and understand the following prayers: Sign of the Cross; Our Father;
Hail Mary; Glory Be; Act of Contrition; Apostle‘s Creed; Nicene Creed;
Grace Before and after Meals
24, Prayers & Practices
The Rosary
23, Prayers & Practices
Be familiar with the Church‘s devotions such as Stations of the Cross,
Benediction and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Prayers & Practices
3
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Education for Community Life
“The joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the men of our time especially of those who are poor or afflicted in
any way are the joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the followers of Christ as well. Nothing that is genuinely
human fails to find an echo in their hearts. For theirs is a community composed of all who united in Christ and
guided by the Holy Spirit press onward toward the kingdom for the Father and are bearers of a message of
salvation intended for all. That is why Christians cherish a feeling of deep solidarity with the human race and its
history. (Church in the Modern World, Preface)
Jesus said to his disciples, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34) This command guides the
disciple‟s life in the Catholic Church and global community. Catechesis should encourage an apprenticeship in
Catholic living, a spirit of simplicity and humility, special concerns for the poor,
Care for the alienated and the immigrant stranger, fraternal correction and love, common prayer, and mutual
forgiveness.
Members of the Body of Christ receive special graces and gifts to help build up the
church. Ecumenical charity and sensitivity as well as a zeal for unity among
Christians are emphasized (NDC 61–62)
22
Youth being catechized in Seventh Grade will:
Explain that God gives us many gifts
as members of the Church we come together in faith, hope, and love
20
The Church is One and Holy.
20
The Church is Catholic and Apostolic
20
Explain that we pray with our Church for Christian unity; this unity, which Christ
bestowed on his Church from the beginning, transcends human powers and gifts
(CCC 820–822) Encourage opportunities for youth to join with Protestant
Churches in local community Ministerium functions such as ecumenical prayer
services, CROP Walks, outreach to the hungry; etc. to learn and make real this
desire of Christians for unity
24
Articulate that other Christian denominations share elements of faith with Catholicism
Among them: belief in Jesus Christ, baptism, devotion to the scriptures, the practice
of social justice (GDC 86, CCC 818–819)
22, 23
Demonstrate that Jesus asks us to love ourselves and our neighbor. (John 13:34–35) 21
Explain that when we see wrongdoing, we as Christians, following Jesus‘
Teaching, in Matthew 18:22 and 18:15 should seek to right the wrong
(CCC 1435, 1829) as assisted by adults in this matter
18, 21
Articulate that Jesus calls us to mutual forgiveness, Matthew 18:22, and that
forgiveness begins in the family (CCC 1657, 2227)
18
As Jesus‘ disciples, we are called to follow his example and we have responsibility
to care for others
21, 22
We can perform the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy
21
We are called to justice and peace
22
Through Catholic Social teaching, we live out our discipleship
22
Poor and vulnerable people have a special place in Catholic Social Teaching.
A basic moral test of a society is how its most vulnerable members are faring.
This is not a new insight, it is the lesson of the parable of the Last Judgment.
(Matthew 25). Our tradition calls us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable
first. As Christians, we are called to respond to the needs of all our sisters and
brothers, but those with the greatest needs require the greatest response.‖
(USCCB: A Century of Social Teaching, 6–7)
21, 22
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Identify suffering as a global experience,
21, 22
Recognize the manner in which charity is practiced in our family, our parish, and
our school (CCC 952)
21, 22
Recognize that the practice of social justice benefits the global community (CCC 953)
21, 22
Become involved in service outreach projects, clothing, and food collections
21, 22
Articulate how persons give evidence of witness to their faith through their work
21, 22
Accept the invitation to become a part of parish community experiences
21, 22
Name some of the saints and faith witnesses whose lives were dedicated to service
and missionary works i.e. St. Francis of Assisi, Blessed Mother Teresa,
and Saint Katharine Drexel, SBS
See ‗Partners in Faith‘ at the end of each core chapter and
‗The Lives of the Saint‘s @ www.webelieveweb.com
Demonstrate that self-respect and respect for others of all races, creeds, colors,
and national origin is a response to God‘s gift of creation, who created the
human race in God‘s own image and likeness (Genesis 1:26; CCC 2331, 357) 1, 9, 20, 21, 22
Recognize that the human person is not only sacred, but social. We realize our
dignity and rights in relationship with others, in community. The family has major
contributions to make in addressing questions of social justice. It is where we learn
and act on our values. We also have the right and responsibility to participate in and
contribute to the broader communities in society. A central test of political, legal,
and economic institutions are what they do to people, what they do for people, and
people participate in them. (USCCB, A Century of Social Teaching, 5)
22
Demonstrate that many persons from other countries are coming to our country because
they do not have enough food and money to live in their country; some of these
people are called migrants and work on our farms and in many other places; God
calls us to be kind to these people and welcome them (Col. 3:12–13, Gal 3:28) 22
Understand that God has entrusted to all human beings responsibility for the
world and all its creatures and resources (CCC 373)
3, 22

Missionary Initiation
Catechesis seeks to form disciples of Christ who bear witness to their Catholic faith In society. A missionary spirit
of evangelization is cultivated and nourished by the teaching and attitudes of Jesus Christ. Every means should be
used to encourage vocations to the priesthood, religious life, and lay ministry and to awaken special missionary
vocations. Catechesis recognizes that other religious traditions reflect the “seeds of the Word” that can allow for
both inter-religious dialogue and evangelization. (GDC pg. 86)
Youth being catechized in Seventh Grade will:
Articulate that Jesus asks us to share the Good News of the Gospel and our Catholic
faith with those we meet (For this age such sharing would be with mainly relatives
and friends (CCC 905) Articulate that wherever they are, they are followers of
Jesus and their behavior should show that they are Christians (CCC 2013)
Recognize some are called to the consecrated life.
19
Recognize some men are ordained as priests and permanent deacons
19
Vocations require prayer and discernment
19
Articulate that our love for the Word of God and the Body and
22
Blood of Christ strengthens us to share our Catholic faith with others; powerful
examples are great Catholic missionary saints: e.g. Saint Patrick, St. Francis Xavier
(CCC 849, 851) the North American martyrs, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha,
St. Katherine Drexel, and St. Frances Cabrini (CCC 848,851)
4
0
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Explain that every Catholic is called to have a missionary spirit
that radiates the power of Christ within us; our own Catholic
faith is strengthened when it is given to others (On the Permanent Validity
of the Church‘s Missionary Mandate, Redemptoris Mission, John Paul II, 1990, #2)
22
Recognize the sense of identity of Church as community
belonging to the Church also means participating in its mission
20, 21,
22
As missionaries for Christ, it is important to cooperate through
Prayer, sacrifice, and material support of the Church mission through
The Holy Childhood Association—the Church‘s primary vehicle for fostering
mission spirit and education (Pope John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio, #84;
USCCB To the Ends of the Earth, #66.
Articulate that the universal call to holiness is closely linked to universal call
to mission: every member of the Catholic Church is called to holiness and
to mission
22
The Spirit manifests himself in a special way in the Church and her members.
Nevertheless, his presence and activity are universal, limited neither by space
nor time. The Second Vatican Council recalls that the Spirit is at work in the
heart of every person, through the ―seeds of the Word: to be found in human
initiatives—including religious ones—and in humankind‘s efforts to attain
truth, goodness, and God himself…
The Spirit‘s presence and activity affect not only the individuals but also society
and history, peoples, cultures, and religions. Indeed, the Spirit is at the origin
of the noble ideals, and undertakings which benefit humanity on its journey
through history.‖
(Mission of the Redeemer, Encyclical Letter of John Paul II, 1990, #28)
22
Demonstrate that priests act in the person of Christ and in the name of the whole
Church and that priesthood reaches its high point in the celebration of the
Eucharist. (CCC 1552–1553)
19
Demonstrate that by reason of their Baptism, the laity have a special place
in the Church and are called to spread the Gospel by their words and
actions (CCC 897–900)
14, 19
Demonstrate that Christianity has roots in Judaism and that both religions share
the belief that the Old Testament is the word of God (CCC 123, 1096)
7, 8, Bible Basics
Recognize the existence of other non-Christian religions, e.g. Islam,
Buddhism, Hinduism (CCC 85–87, NDC 63)
1, 23
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Diocese of Trenton Elementary Religion Curriculum Guidelines, K–8

correlated with Sadlier’s We Believe with Project Disciple, K-8
incorporating The Roman Missal, Third Edition


Grade Eight
Chapter(s) in Sadlier Text
Catechesis gives believers knowledge of the content of God‟s self-revelation
which is found in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition and helps them
know and understand the mysteries of the faith we proclaim in the Creed. (NDC pg. 60)

Knowledge of the Faith
Youth being catechized in Eighth Grade will:
Explain that God wants us to know him
Explain that God makes himself known
Explain that God gives us faith (CCC 26, 142, 180)
Explain that God is the Creator and Father
Demonstrate God‘s revelation in the Old Testament
(CCC 50, 101, 105)
Explain that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-Blessed Trinity
Articulate the mystery of the Most Blessed Trinity is central to our Christian faith.
Explain that Jesus is God‘s Son and the Father‘s gift and sign of love for the
world (CCC 153)
Demonstrate the title ―Son of God‖ signifies unique and eternal relationship
of Jesus to God his Father
Demonstrate the name of Jesus means ―God Saves,‖
And Christ means ―Anointed One‖ because he is consecrated by God
and anointed by the Holy Spirit (CCC 430, 432)
Explain that Jesus is both Divine and Human
Articulate that God sent Jesus to be the Messiah, to proclaim the kingdom of God
Explain that Jesus‘ miracles are signs of God‘s power and love
Demonstrate that Jesus‘ paschal mystery, the passion, death and resurrection and
ascension are central to Jesus‘ mission on earth (CCC1362–1372)
Explain that Jesus redeemed us from sin and death through his suffering, death,
and resurrection
The Holy Spirit is always present in the Blessed Trinity
Explain that the Holy Spirit is active in our world today
Explain that the Holy Spirit is guiding the Church.
Explain that the Holy Spirit came to us at Pentecost. (CCC 731, 726, 1287)
The people are the Church (Body of Christ) (CCC 782–96)

1
1
1
1, 4, 5, 19
8
1, 8
1, 4, 8
1, 8, 23, S & C p. 281
8

8
8
23
3
4, 19
1, 4, 5, 19
1, 3, 8
1, 3
1, 3
S & C p. 297
23

Liturgical Formation
Christ is present in the sacraments. The believers come to know Christ intimately in the liturgical celebrations of
the Church. Christ‟s saving action in the Paschal Mystery is celebrated in the sacraments. This is especially true
in regard to the Eucharist. Catholics experience the closest communion with Jesus on earth that is possible when
they receive his living Body and His Precious Blood in Holy Communion. Catechesis should promote an active,
4
2

www.WeBelieveWeb.com

conscious, and genuine participation in the liturgy of the Church and an understanding of the doctrinal truths of
the Creed, which are its foundation. (cf. NDC pg. 60)
Youth being catechized in Eighth Grade will:
Explain that God gives us the gift of Grace. (CCC 1996, 2000, 654)
Explain that the liturgical life of the Church revolves around the
Seven Sacraments that were instituted by Jesus
Explain that the sacraments confer grace through the work of the
Spirit (CCC 1076–86, 114–21)
Articulates the Church uses symbols and the Word of God to take us
from visible to invisible—from sacrament to the mystery (CCC 1122–30)
Explain that the Sacraments of initiation are: Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist (CCC 1212, 1230)
Explain the matter used in the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism: water,
light and oil; Confirmation-oil of Chrism; Eucharist—bread and wine
Explain that from the beginning the Church has been faithful to the celebration
of Eucharist.
Explain the parts of the Mass: Introductory rites, Liturgy of the Word,
Preparation of the Altar and Gifts; Eucharistic Prayer, Communion, and
Dismissal/Responses of Roman Missal
Explain the Nicene Creed

20
1, 22
1, 22
22

22
22
7, The Mass p. 309

7, The Mass p. 309
The Mass p. 309

Indicate that in Eucharist we obey Jesus‘ command to: ―Do this in
remembrance of me.‖
7, The Mass p. 309
Indicate that the Church professes that Eucharist is: Thanksgiving and praise to
the Father, the sacrificial memorial of Christ and his Body, the re-presentation
of Christ by power of His Word, And of the Spirit (CCC 1357–1358)
7
Explain the Mass is celebrated throughout the world
7
Explain that the mass gives us strength through Eucharist to go forth live out
our life of mission
7
Explain that the Eucharistic Prayer is the center and summit of the Eucharistic liturgy 7
Explain that Transubstantiation means the change of the whole substance of the
bread into the substance of the Body of Christ and of the whole substance of
wine into the substance of his Blood; this change is brought about in the
Eucharistic prayer through the efficacy of the Word of Christ, the presence of
the priest, and the actions of the Holy Spirit. The outward characteristics remain
unchanged. Note that both species contain the Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Christ (CCC 1376)
10
Demonstrate and explain the liturgical year.
S & C p. 272
Describe the meanings of Advent and Christmas seasons
S & C p. 277
Explain the meanings of Lent and Easter Seasons
Demonstrate that in Ordinary Time we hear the life of Jesus and the Risen Christ
and reflect on what Jesus said and did and what it means in our lives
Be able to participate at mass. Be able to be a fully active participant at the mass
Demonstrate the ability to receive Holy Communion (both reception of body and
precious blood) reverently during Mass

S & C p. 285, 293

Demonstrate that Christ instituted the Sacraments.

1

S & C p. 301
The Mass p. 309
The Mass p. 309
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Demonstrate the ability to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation

2

Moral Formation
Catechesis must transmit the content of Christ‟s moral teachings and conform the believer to Christ through
personal transformation and conversion. It should encourage the faithful to give witness to Christ and His
Church‟s teachings in everyday life. As Catholics, we are called to carry the values of the Gospel and the teachings
of our Church into the public square. (cf. NDC pg. 61)
Youth being catechized in the eighth grade will:
Identify and know the Ten Commandments (CCC 2083–2547)
3
Explain the two Great Commandments given to us by Jesus (CCC 2052)
3
Demonstrate that when faced by a moral decision, a fully formed Christian conscience
should lead them correctly to follow what is truly good (CCC 1176–77)
19
Seek counsel from parents, priests, and teachers to learn Church teachings
Apply good basic moral principles
19
Choose judgment of conscience based on Church‘s teachings
19
Demonstrate that the protection of life and dignity of every human person
is rooted in Scripture
19
Explain Catholic Social teachings in regard to right to life, political,
and cultural rights and economic rights
Articulate that our faith calls us to show attention to the needs of the
poor and vulnerable
Demonstrate that God has entrusted to all of human beings the responsibility
of the world
19
Explain that adolescence is a crucial time in a life-long process of becoming
a mature sexual person
5, 6
Demonstrate the Catholic moral teachings on chastity and know that
friendships help us grow in love (CCC 2337)
5, 6
The Ten Commandments
5, 6,19

Teaching to Pray
Conversion to Christ and communion with Him lead the faithful to his disposition of prayer and reflection. Jesus‟
entire life, death, and resurrection were an offering to the Father. The Our Father is the prayer that Jesus taught
us to pray and the model of all Christian prayer. The handing on of the Our Father is a summary of the whole
Gospel and a true act of catechesis. The most effective catechesis is permeated by a climate of prayer. (cf. NDC pg.
61)
Youth being catechized in the eighth grade will:
Explain and be able to recite: Sign of the Cross; Our Father; Hail Mary;
Glory Be; Act of Contrition; Apostle‘s Creed; Grace before and after
meals; Rosary;
Recognize the Stations of the Cross; Adoration of Blessed
Sacrament, and Benediction

22, S & C p. 307
22, S & C p. 307

“The Memorization of basic prayers offers an essential support to the life of prayer,
but it is important to help learners savor their meaning.” (CCC 2688)
Explain that prayer is the raising of one‘s mind and heart to God
Explain that prayer is revealed in the Old
4
4
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Demonstrate that Jesus is the model of prayer

22

Explain that when we pray we use the prayers of the Church, Bible, and prayers
that saints wrote or we can use prayers that are in our hearts

9, 22

Explain that Mary, in her prayer, is an example to us as she offers her whole being
in faith especially in her fiat, (her acceptance of God‘s design for salvation
through the message of the angel at the Annunciation)

24

Education for Community Life
Jesus to his disciples, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (cf. John 13:34) This command guides the disciples‟
life in the Catholic Church and global community. Catechesis should encourage: an apprenticeship in Catholic
living, a spirit of simplicity and humility, a special concern for the poor, care for the alienated and the immigrant
stranger, fraternal correction and love, common prayer, and mutual forgiveness. Members of the body of Christ
receive special graces and gifts to help build up the Church. Ecumenical charity and sensitivity as well as a zeal for
unity among Christians are emphasized. (cf. NDC 61–62)
The common good consists of three essential elements: respect for and promotion of the fundamental rights of the
person, prosperity, or the development of the spiritual and temporal goods, the peace and security of the group and
of its members. (CCC 1925)
Youth being catechized in the Eighth Grade will:
Explain the church is one, holy, catholic, and Apostolic
1, 8
Explain that God gives us many gifts
23
Demonstrate that Jesus ask us to love God and love our neighbor
2, 19
Explain that the life of prayer is necessary for the individual Christian and
the Christian community
22
Demonstrate that God has entrusted to all humans the responsibilities
for the world and all the earth
19
Explain that self respect and respect of others of all races; creeds and color
is a response to God‘s gift of creation
2, 19
We can perform Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy
Articulate that the practice of social justice benefits the global community (CCC 953)
19
Demonstrate that people give witness to their faith through works
19

Missionary Initiation
Catechesis seeks to form disciples of Christ who bear witness to their Catholic faith in society. A missionary spirit
of evangelization is cultivated and nourished by the teaching and attitudes of Jesus Christ. Every means should be
used to encourage vocations to the priesthood and religious life and to awaken special missionary vocations.
Catechesis recognizes that other religious traditions reflect the “seeds of the Word” that can allow for both “interreligious dialogue” and “evangelization” (cf. GDC pg. 86)
Youth being catechized in the Eighth Grade will:
Demonstrate that by reasons of their Baptism, the laity has a special place
in the Church, and are called to spread the Good News by word and
action (CCC 897–900, CCC 188)
13, 18
Demonstrate the importance of Eucharist as an evangelizing mission of the Church 13, 18
Explain that the Church is obliged to do everything possible to carry out its mission
in the world and reach all
18
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Explain that as missionaries for Christ, it is important to cooperate through prayer,
Sacrifice, and material support of the Church‘s mission through the Holy
Childhood Association—the Church‘s primary vehicle for fostering mission
spirit, and education. (Pope John Paul II ―Redemptoris Mission,‖ #84, USCCB
―To the Ends of the Earth,‖ #66)
18
Explain that the priesthood is a ministry committed to the service of God‘s people
and that priest serve as co-workers with the bishop in service to the Catholic
community (CCC 1551, 1562, 1578)
23
Understand that Christianity has its roots in Judaism
17
Are aware that there is an existence of other non-Christian religions. Understand
that by reason of their Baptism, the laity has a special place in the Church and
are called to spread the Good news by word and action (CCC 897–900, CCC 188)
23

4
6
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Sadlier Correlation Part 2 Trenton Diocesan
Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Kindergarten: God Made the World
Scripture References
Genesis 1, 3, 5, 10, 25: Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5
Mark 12:30 Chapter 7
Luke: 2: 1-8 Chapter 14
John 3: 16, 6:3-15; 15:12 Chapters 16, 18, 19, 21, 22,25, 26
Matthew 4:23-25; 17-5 Chapters 18, 20
Acts of the Apostles 17:25 Chapter 8

Vocabulary
Bible: Chapter 16 Pgs. 147-148, 203
Christmas: Chapter 14 Pgs. 125-132
Church: Chapter 22 Pgs 193-200, 59-66
Easter: Chapter 27 Pgs. 233-240
Forgive: Chapter 19 Pg. 168 “I am sorry.”
Hail Mary: Chapter 15 Pgs. 141, 252
Mass: Chapter 24 Pgs. 211, 213-216, 210-211, 213- 214
Our Father: Chapter 23 Pgs. 204, 251; My Prayer Book
Prayer: Chapter 15 Pgs. 138, 197-198, 202-203, 204, 205-206, 207, 213-214,
250, 252, 213, 251. 252 (PRAYING: Pgs. 201-208)
Saints: Chapter 12 Pgs. 47-48, 55-56, 68-74, 113-114, 171-172
Sign of the Cross: Chapter 22 Pgs. 197-198, 250
Share faith: Chapter 26 Pg. 225: Jesus shares his friendship with us.

Saints
Saints: defined as friends of God
Mary: Chapters 7, 13, 14, 15, 17; Also in most Grade Levels
Joseph Chapters 7, 13, 14, 15, 17; See also Grade 4: Chapter 20
The following saints are explored in Kindergarten in Sadlier:
Frances of Rome, Francis of Assisi, Gianna Beretta Molla, John Bosco,
Joseph, Katharine Drexel, Martin de Porres, Mary, Patrick, Peter, Rose of
Page 1
Lima, Therese of Lisieux

Sadlier Correlation Part 2 Trenton Diocesan
Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 1: God Loves Us
Scripture References
Creation: Genesis 1:1-31; 2-3: Chapter 1,26
Christmas Story: Luke 2:8-18: Chapter 3,14
Jesus Blesses the Children: Matthew 19: 13-15, Mark 9: 13-16, Luke 18:
15-17: Chapter 2: Mark 10: 14 ( As found in the Diocesan Curriculum,
Mark 9, 13-16: Jesus heals a boy with an evil spirit. It is not Jesus blessing
the children)
The Good Samaritan: Luke 10: 29-39: chapter 5
Jesus Loved and Helped Many People: Mark 8: 22-25; Luke 17: 11-19
Sadlier: Jesus Heals Two Blind Men: Matthew 20: 32-33; Chapter 4:
Jesus Works Among the People: multiple stories of loving and helping
The Last Supper: Chapter 22
The Easter Story: Chapter 27
The Coming of the Holy Spirit: Chapters 10, 11
The Call of the Disciples: Chapter 8
Washing of the Feet: The Three Days Chapters 21,24

Vocabulary:

Chapter is noted when word is first introduced.

Advent: Chapter 13
Advent Wreath: Chapter 13
Altar: Chapter 23
Ashes: Chapter 20
Baptism: Chapters 16, 17
Catholic Church: Chapter 17
Church: Chapter 11, 17
Commandments: Chapter 5; Prayer Book
Christmas: Chapter 14
Easter Sunday: Chapter 27
Faith-Sharing: Chapters 1- 28
Saints: Chapter 25
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Grade 1: God Loves Us (continued)
Gospel: Chapter 23
Heaven: Chapter 8
Holy Communion: Chapter 22
Holy Family: Chapter 3
Lent: Chapter 20
Mary: Chapters 3, 13, 14, 25
Ordinary Time: Chapter 7
Original Sin: Chapter 17
Parish: Chapter 15
Peacemaker: Chapter 18
Pentecost: Chapter 9
Pope: Chapter 12
Priest: Chapter 15
Reconciliation: Chapter 19
Sacraments: Chapter 16
Sin: Chapter 19
Soul: Chapter 17
Stations of the Cross: Lent: Chapter 20
Worship: Chapter 15

Saints
Mary: Chapters 3, 13, 14, 25
Joseph: Chapters 3, 13, 14, 15
Parish Patron Saint
The following saints are explored in Grade 1 Sadlier:
Andrew Kim Taegon, Anne, Francis of Assisi, Francis Xavier, John the
Baptist, John Vianney, Joseph, Katharine Drexel, Mary, Patrick, Paul,
Peter, Teresa of Avila
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Sadlier Correlation Part 2 Trenton Diocesan
Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 2: Jesus Shares God’s Life
Scripture References
The Ten Commandments: Chapter 9
Jesus’ Great Commandment: Chapter 9
Love One Another: Chapter 19
The Lost Sheep: Chapters 11, 17
The Lost Coin: Chapter 20
The Prodigal Son: Chapter 10, 17
The Gift of Reconciliation: Chapter 19: John 13:34-35: Gift of
Reconciliation Curriculum calls for: John 20: 19-23
The Our Father: Chapter 24
Feeding the Five Thousand: diocesan curriculum states Matthew 14: 13-21
Sadlier Chapter 15: John 6: 2-14, 51,
The Last Supper: Chapter 15
Institution of Eucharist: Chapter 15

Vocabulary:

noted when first introduced

Absolution: Chapter 12
Act of Contrition: Chapter 11
Baptism: Chapters 3, 4
Confession: Chapter 12
Conscience: Chapter 11
Eucharist: Chapters 3, 15
Eucharistic Fast: Chapter 15 correlated to CCC specifically stated there
#1355 only introduced in Grade 2 per curriculum
Examination of Conscience: Chapter 11
Gospel: Chapter 8
Holy Communion: Chapter 15
Sharing Faith: Every chapter
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass: Chapter 15
Last Supper: Chapter 15
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Grade 2: Jesus Shares God’s Life (Continued)
Mortal Sin: Chapter 10
Penance: Chapter 12
Reconciliation: Chapter 11
Sin: Chapter 10
Temptation: discussed in context of free will in Chapter 10
Trinity: Chapter 1
Venial Sin: 10

Saints
Mary: Chapters 13, 14, 25
Joseph: Chapters 13, 14, 25
St. Peter: Chapters 1, 2, 23, 25
Parish Patron Saint
The following saints are explored in Grade 2 Sadlier:
Andrew, Brigid of Ireland, Catherine of Siena, Elizabeth (Mary’s cousin),
Elizabeth Ann Seton, Frances of Rome, Francis Cabrini, Francis of Assisi,
John Bosco, Joseph, Martin de Porres, Mary Magdalene, Paul, Peter, Philip
Neri, Philip the Apostle, Rose of Lima
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Sadlier Correlation Part 2 Trenton Diocesan
Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 3: We are the Church
Scripture References
Jesus words and actions: Luke 7:18-23: Chapter 2 (Luke 1: 38, 17: 5-6, 23:
33-34; 24: 1-12)
Proclaim His Kingdom: John 5: 36, 10:25, 38: Chapter 26 ( Luke 11: 1; 13:
18-19)
Jesus chooses His Apostles and invites them to become part of His
Kingdom: Luke 22: 29-30: Chapter 16: Matthew 26: 26-28
Jesus chooses Peter to be first among the twelve: Matthew 16: 16-19:
Chapter 8
Pentecost: Mark 12: 29-31: Chapter 3
Jesus’ Great Commandment: Chapter 3: Matthew 24:42; 25: 31-43
The Lord’s Prayer: Chapter 26
Jesus words on praying in common: Chapter 11
Responsibility for the world that God has entrusted to men and women
As His stewards: Chapter 26: Kingdom of God will grow
Be perfect as your Heavenly Father: Chapter 24
Blessed are the peacemakers: Chapter 24

Vocabulary
Acts of the Apostles: Chapter 5
Ascension: Chapter 4
Dioceses: Chapter 8
Incarnation: Chapter 1
Kingdom of God: Chapter 2
Last Judgment: Chapter 3
Liturgy: Chapter 10
Martyrs: Chapter 5
Original Sin: Chapter 15
Prophet: Chapter 1
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Grade 3: We are the Church (Continued)
Rite: Chapter 24
Vocation: Chapter 12
Vows: Chapter 12
Evangelization: concept described in Chapter 26

Saints
St. Peter: Chapters 4, 8, and 26
St. Paul: Chapters 4, 9, and 13
St. John Neuman: Chapter 14
St. Katharine Drexel: Chapter 17
St. Luke: wrote one of the major portions of the New Testament, a twovolume work comprising the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles; his
Gospel is cited throughout the textbook See Grade 4: Chapter 7
St. Mark: a writer of the oldest and shortest of the four Gospels, cited
throughout the text See Grade 4: Chapter 7
St. John: apostle and evangelist, called by Jesus and John’s Gospel is cited
throughout the textbook See Grade 3: Chapter 14, Chapters 2, 8; Grade 4:
Chapter 7; Grade 6: Chapter 14
St. Matthew: See Grade 4: Chapter 7
Note: The Evangelists are treated in depth in Grade 4, Chapter 7
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Sadlier Correlation Part 2 Trenton Diocesan
Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 4: God’s Law Guides Us
Scripture References
God chose Abraham: Genesis, Chapters 8, 12
The Ten Commandments given to Moses: Exodus Chapters 9, 19, 20
Jesus Great Commandment: Chapter 3
Love One Another: Chapter 8
Prodigal Son and Loving Father: Chapter 4
The Gift of Reconciliation: Chapter 5
The Beatitudes: Chapter 2
The Lord’s Prayer: Chapter 24

Vocabulary
Blessing: Chapter 10
Beatitudes: Chapter 2
Cardinal Virtues: Chapter 26
Chastity: Chapter 17
Church: Chapter 1
Covenant: Chapter 8
Covet: Chapter 22
Envy: Chapter 23
Eucharistic Prayer: Chapter 12
Evangelization: Chapter 5
Examination of Conscience: Chapter 4
Free Will: Chapter 3
Grace: Chapter 1
Greed: Chapter 23
Human Rights: Chapter 8
Justice: Chapter 2
Modesty: Chapter 4
Savior: Chapter 1
Ten Commandments: Chapter 8
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Grade 4: God’s Law Guides Us (Continued)
Saints
St. Ann: Mother of Mary See Grade 1: Chapter 25
St. Augustine: Chapter 25
St. Dominic: preacher and founder of the Dominican Order, Chapter 5
St. Francis of Assisi: Chapter 21
St. Thomas More: Chapter 4
St. Joan of Arc: soldier in France; did her best to do God’s will; See Grade
3: Chapter 24
St. Joachim: the father of Mary
St. Stephen: deacon and first martyr of the Church, See Grade 3: Chapter 14
St. Thomas Aquinas: priest and doctor of the Church, See Grade Grade 6:
Chapter 25, also, Grade 8: Chapter 10
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Sadlier Correlation Part 2 Trenton Diocesan
Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 5: We Meet Jesus in the Sacraments
Scripture
Creation Story: Genesis: Chapter 24
Baptism of the Lord: Chapter 4
Descent of the Holy Spirit: Chapter 4
Eucharist: Chapter 10, 11
Gift of Reconciliation; Chapter 15
Lord as healer: Chapter 18
Healing Miracles of Jesus: Chapter 18
Anointing of the Sick: Chapter 17
Call of the Apostles: Chapter 25
Commissioning of the Apostles: Chapter 25
God ordains man and woman to be together: Chapter 24
Wedding at Cana: Chapter 24

Vocabulary
Annunciation: Chapter 19
Anointing of the Sick: Chapter 17
Chrism: Chapter 5
Christian Initiation: Chapter 3
Consecration: Chapter 11
Corporal Works of Mercy: Chapter 2
Ecumenism: Chapter 26
Eternal Life: Chapter 4
Evangelization: Chapter 2
Fidelity: Chapter 24
Holy Orders: Chapter 25
Holy Day of Obligation: Chapter 12
Hope: Chapter 22
Liturgy of the Hours: Chapter 12
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Grade 5: We Meet Jesus in the Sacraments (Continued)
Marriage Covenant: Chapter 24
Matrimony: Chapter 24
Paschal Mystery: Chapter 2
Sacrifice: Chapter 10
Salvation: Chapter 4
Sanctifying Grace: Chapter 3
Spiritual Works of Mercy: Chapter 2
Stewards of Creation: Chapter 26

Saints
St. Frances Xavier: Jesuit priest and missionary; See Grade 1: Chapter 25;
Also Grade 8: Chapters 12, 13
St. Maximilian Kolbe: Franciscan priest, died in a Nazi concentration camp
giving up his life for another in 1941: Chapter 26, Grade 6
The Jesuit Martyrs: 1989, six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper and her
daughter were martyred in El Salvador on the garden lawnof the University
of Central America. They were committed to social justice and the rights of
the poor.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: Chapter 1
St. Edith Stein: Born Jewish, became a teacher of philosophy, then a
Catholic and entered a Carmelite monastery. Died in a prison camp, 1942.
Chapter 16; also, Grade 4, Chapter 16
The Vietnamese Martyrs: The Vatican estimates the number of Vietnamese
martyrs at between 130,000 and 300,000. John Paul II decided to canonize
those whose names are known and unknown, giving them a single feast day.
The tortures these individuals underwent are considered by the Vatican to be
among the worst in the history of Christian martyrdom. The time period goes
from the 17th Century onward. Also see: Chapter 22
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Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 6: We Are God’s People
Scripture References
Creation Story: chapter 2
Angels as God’s Messengers: Chapter 8
Fall of our First Parents: Chapter 3
Call of Abraham: Chapter 5
God’s Covenant with Abraham: Chapter 5
Growth of God’s People: Isaac to Chosen People in Egypt: Chapter 5
God’s Call to Moses, Moses and Pharoh, preparation for the journey, Moses
leads the Israelites out of Egypt: Chapter 8, 9
The Commandments: Chapter 9
Joshua succeeds Moses: Chapter 10
Judges rule Israel: Chapter 10
Kings rule Israel: Chapter 11, 12
Select passages from Books of Prophets: Chapter 15, 16, 17, 18
Jesus foretold and prefigured: Chapter 16, 17, 18

Vocabulary
Assumption: Chapter 19
Covenant: Chapter 2
Exodus: Chapter 8
Immaculate Conception: Chapter 19
Messianic Expectation: Chapter 15
Paschal Lamb: Chapter 21
Pentateuch: Chapter 1
Priestly Vocation: Chapter 16
Sacrament : Chapter 20
Lay Vocation: Chapter 16
Vocation to a Vowed Life in Community: Chapter 16
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Grade 6: We Are God’s People (Continued)
Saints
Archangels Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel: Michael leads God’s armies to
final victory over the forces of evil; Gabriel his best known for his
appearance to Mary, Raphael is confined to the Old Testament story of
Tobit; Feast Day is September 29: Angels are messengers of God: Chapters
5, 19, Christmas Lesson; Also, Grade 7, Chapter 20
St. Francis of Assisi: gave up his wealth to live a life of poverty and helped
the poor: See Kinder: Chapter 5; Grade 1: Chapter 1; Grade 2: Chapter 12;
Grade 3: Chapter 9; Grade 4: Chapters 7, 21: Grade 5: Chapter 4; Grade 7:
Prayer of St. Francis, p. 308; Grade 8: Chapters: 10, 19, and 22.
St. Martin de Porres: Martin was the son of a freed woman of Panama,
probably black or Native American, and a Spanish father, became a
religious Dominican brother. See Kinder: Ordinary Time, & Chapter 12;
Grade 2: Chapter 25
St. Andrew: Jesus called Andrew to follow him: See Grade 2: Chapter 15;
Grade 3: Chapter 8
St. John Neumann: bishop of Philadelphia where he organized the parochial
school system into a diocesan one and was an itinerant preacher in New
Jersey where he founded several parishes See Grade 3: Chapter 14
St. Francis de Sales: bishop and doctor, founded the Oblates and Sisters of
the Visitation; See Grade 8: Chapter 15
St. Patrick: captured by pirates only to return to Ireland and convert the
country to Catholicism, Bishop and Patron of Ireland; See Kindergarten;
Chapter 7; Grade 1: Chapter 2
St. Joseph: foster father of Jesus; Chapter 14
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Grade 6: We Are God’s People (Continued)
Saints Peter and Paul: Peter is the leader of the apostles, chosen by Jesus
and head of the Church; Paul became a Christian after persecuting Christians
and became a driving force of conversion for the early Church; Chapter 24
and many other places in multiple grades; also see Grade 4: Chapter 7.
St. Maria Goretti: virgin and martyr; Maria Goretti died a martyr before her
twelfth birthday. Young as she was, she made a choice, a choice based on
her faith. The Church holds up to the world the life, death and the faith of
Maria Goretti. She died a martyr on July 6th, 1902.
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha: Native American convert to Catholicism with a
holiness and passion for Christianity; See Grade 5: Chapters 4, 11
St. John Mary Vianney: Known as the Cure of Ars for his gifts as a
confessor and pastoral practice among the people; See Grade 4, Chapter 3
St. Lawrence: deacon and martyr in the early Church; died around 258 AD
St. Maximillian Mary Kolbe: Chapter 26
St. Rose of Lima: first canonized saint of the New world, care for children,
the elderly and the sick; See Kinder: Chapter 4 and Grade 2: Chapter 25
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Grade 6: We Are God’s People (Continued)
Old Testament Holy People:
David: Chapter 11
Esther: Chapter 18
Joseph: Chapter 5
Moses: Chapter 8
Noah: Chapter 4
Ruth: Chapter 10
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Sadlier Correlation Part 2 Trenton Diocesan
Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 7: We Live Our Faith as Disciples of Jesus
Scripture References
Story of Zaccheus: Chapter 5
Cleansing of the Ten Lepers: Chapter 9
The Sermon on the Mount: Chapter 9
The Transfiguration: Chapter 18
The Lord’s Supper: Chapter 16
The Vine and the Branches: Chapter 16
The Parable of Mercy in the Gospel of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and
the Lost Son: Chapter 17
Creation and the Call of Jacob: Chapter 1, 4, 6
The Call of Moses: Chapter 7
God’s Fidelity: Chapter 1
Birth of Immanuel, Kingdom of Justice: Chapter 7
Promise of Redemption and Social Justice: Chapter 19
Call of Jeremiah and messianic reign: Chapter 19
Gratitude, Praise, and the Good Shepherd: Chapter 22, 24
Promise and Coming of the Spirit: Chapter 15
The Children of God: Chapter 3
One Body in Christ: Chapter 7
Diversity of Gifts: Chapter 14
Freedom in the Spirit: Chapter 3
We belong to Christ: Chapter 8
Live in the Spirit: Chapter 15
Unity in the Body of Christ: Chapter 20
Put on Christ: Chapter 18
Pray without ceasing: Chapter 24
God spoke through the Son: Chapter 1
Anointing of the Sick: Chapter 17
Living Stones and Service: Chapter 12
The Word of God and Love: Chapter 23, 18
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Grade 7: We Live Our Faith as Disciples of Jesus (Continued)
Vocabulary
Almsgiving: Chapter 21
Apostasy: Chapter 23
Beatitudes: Chapter 9
Catechumenate: Chapter 14
Catechumens: Chapter 14
Catholic Social Teaching: Chapter 22; also,every lesson
in grades 7 & 8 has A Social Teaching application
Chrism: Chapter 15
Deposit of Faith: Chapter 2
Divine Inspiration: Chapter 2
Divine Revelation: Chapter 1
Ecumenism Chapter: Chapter 23
Evangelical Counsels: Chapter 19
Evangelization: Chapter 3
Heresy: Chapter 23
Kingdom of God: Chapter 9
Liturgy of the Hours: Chapter 24
Magisterium: Chapter 2
Paschal Mystery: Chapter 12
Prophet: Chapter 6
Sanctifying Grace: Chapter 13
Schism: Chapter 23
Synoptic Gospels: Chapter 5
Theological Virtues: Chapter 20
Vocation: Chapter 19
Works of Mercy: Chapter 21

Saints
St. Anselm: Bishop and Doctor, Father of Scholasticism 1033-1109
St. Bernadette Soubirous: On February 11, 1858, Bernadette went with her
sister, Toinette, and a friend to scrounge some firewood for her mother when
she witnessed a gentle light and saw a young girl in that light dressed in
white and smiling at her. This was the first of several apparitions she
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Grade 7: We Live Our Faith as Disciples of Jesus (Continued)
would report. Eventually the woman told her she was the Immaculate
Conception. This became known as Our Lady of Lourdes.
St. Bonaventure, Born in 1221 in Tuscany, Italy, he joined the Franciscan
order at a young age and became known for his great love of God. Died in
1274: See Grade 6, Chapter 17
St. Ignatius Loyola: A Spanish soldier who lived during the sixteenth
century. He founded the Society of Jesus, known as the Jesuits to help
serve Christ and the Church. See Grade 6: Chapter 11; Grade 8: Chapters 3,
12, and 22
The North American Martyrs: Isaac Jogues, John de Brefeuf, and
Companions: Priest, and martyrs --Died during the years of 1646, 1648,
1649: the first martyrs of the North American continent, killed by the
Iroquois. The Church in North America sprang from the blood of martyrs.
St. Francis Cabrini 1850-1917: First United States citizen to be canonized.
She founded 67 institutions dedicated to caring for the poor, the abandoned,
the uneducated and the sick. She left Italy to minister in New York. See
also Grade 2: Chapter 25, and Grade 5: Chapter 4.
St. John Chrysostom: Bishop and Doctor, died in 407, Known as a gifted
preacher; See Grade 8: Chapter 8
St. John of the Cross: 1541-1591: worked with St. Teresa of Avila to reform
the Carmelite Order. Author of Dark Night of the Soul
St. Juan Diego: a farmer who lived outside of Mexico City. On December
9, 1531, he passed Tepeyac Hill and saw a young woman dressed like an
Aztec princess. She was the Virgin Mary. See Grade 3: Chapter 13; also
Grade 5: Chapter 12
St. Therese of Lisieux: See Grade 4: Chapter 23: At fifteen, entered the
Carmelite monastery and prayed for the whole world.
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha: Mohawk maiden who converted to Catholicism
See Grade 4: Chapter 14
St. Katharine Drexel: Grade 4, Chapter 22: Born to a wealthy family,
Katharine Drexel answered God’s call to educate and help children,
especially African-American and Native-American children.
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Elementary Curriculum 2012
Scripture References, Vocabulary, Saints
Grade 8: We Live Our Faith as Members of the Church
Scripture References
The Promise of the Spirit: Chapter 20
The Coming of the Spirit: Chapter 20
Peter’s Speech at Pentecost: Chapter 20
Communal Life of Early Church: Chapter 7
Parable of the Wedding Feast: Chapter 3: (John 2:1-2) needs to be added to
Christ’s message of loving as he did or Chapter 24 with Mary
The Great Commandment: Chapter 3

Vocabulary
Apostolic: Chapter 7
Catechesis: Chapter 1: giving witness to Jesus
Confirmandi: Chapter 20
Confirmation Candidate: Chapter 20
Consubstantial: one with the Father: Chapter 1 and Chapter 19, 20
Incarnate: Chapter 21
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